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Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Strange, Wall, 


Rebioon™ Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and 


Williams of 
yAYS—Mesers. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, 


Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Preutiss, Pres- 
pny Ot Ruggles, Smith ot Indiana, Swit, aud Tall- 
: 


madge—}5- 
LANDS IN MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS. 


The bill to revive the act entitled “* An act toen- | 
ablethe claimants to land within the limits of Mis- | 
souri and the Territory of Arkansas to institute | 

roceedings to try the validity of their claims,’? | 
approved the 26th of May, 1824, and the act | 
amending the same, was taken up for considera- 
tion;and after some remarks from Messrs. LINN, 

UCHANAN, MOUTON, BAYARD, SEVIER 
and CRITTENDEN, it was informally passed 
over. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The bill making appropriations for the naval 
service for the year 1839 was taken up; and after 
being amended so as to make provision for the | 
construction of three steam vessels, was ordered | 
to be engrossed. 


AMERICA VESPUCCI. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, te which was referred the memo- 
rial of America Vespucci, made the following re- 
port thereon: 


The Committee on the Public Lands, to which was re- | 
ferred so much of the petition of America Vespucei as | 
relates to a grant of land, beg leave to report: || 

That, conceiving it to be their duty to verify the facts |) 
upon which the application was founded, they have exain- 
ined a voluminous mass of documentary evidence, and fiad 

the statements of the memorial to be fully sustained. Tuey 
have seen the authentic certificates of baptism, through 
many generations, of the Vespucci family in Florence, which 
attestthe lineage and desetnt of the memorialist. ‘They have 
read the highly favorable and complimentary letter of the 
Queen of the French.through her secretary,to the petitioner. 
They have read the letter to her of the King of the Freneh, 
through the Minister of the [nterior, subscribing for a work 
for the King, of which she was the author; and have also 
read the permisvion of the French Minister of the Marine 
for her to sailina French national vessel. ‘The commit- 
teehave also had before them her credentials from the 
Minister of Tuscany in France, and many other papers of 
high character and authenticity in her favor. They have 
also witnessed her own personal deportment here, and the 
manner in which she has been received by the French le- 
gation; which, added to other testimonials, leave not a 
doubt of the identity of the memorialist, and the truth of 
her representations. 

After the lapse, then, of more than three centuries, a de- 
scendant of the celebrated Amcricus Vespucius is ainongst 
us. This heroic navigator, betore, ard also after, the close 
of the fifteenth century, landed upon the shores of the New 
World, among the most early and scicntific of those who 
succeeded the great and precminent Columbus in the dis- 
covery of this continent. A descriptive narrative of lis sev- 
eral voyages was written and published by Americus, and 
Europe baptised with his name this mighty continent. This | 
name can never now be abandoned. It is the name of our 
beloved country. [tis associated with all the glories of the 
past, and the still brighter hopes of the future. Itis written | 
upon our national Constitution, and engraven upon the heart 
of every true American. Under this name we have suc- 
ceeded in two struggles with the most formidable Power in 
Europe, and have so wonderfully augmented in population 
that, should the same rativ of inerease continue for the fu- 
ture, the close of this century will find within our limits 
more than one hundred millions of people, and more than 
five millions within the single city of New York. [n re- 
flecting, then, with glory upon the name of America, can 
we forget the great navigator from whom we derived this 
proudest of earthly titles? A descendant of Americus is 
now here ; a young, interesting, dignified, and accomplisiied 
lady, with a mind of the highest intellectual culture, and a 
heart beating with all our own enthusiasm in the cause of 

A and of human liberty. She feels that the name 
she bears is a prouder title than any that earthly monarchs 
can bestow, and she comes here asking of us a small cor- 
ner of American soil, where she may pass the remainder of 
her days in this the land of heradoption. She comes here as 
an exile, forever from her family and friends, a 
eae without a country and without a home, expelled 
from her native Italy for the avowal and maintenance of 
opinions favorable to free institutions, and an ardent desire 
for the establishment of her country’s freedom. That she 
is indeed worthy of the name of America ; that her heart is 
indeed imbued with American principles, and a fervent love 
of human liberty, is proved, in her case, by toils and perils 
and sacrifices worthy of the proudest days of antiquity, 
when the Roman and the Spartan matron were ever ready 
to surrender life itself in their country’s service. 

he petitioner desires the donation to her of a small i] 
tract of land by Congress. With every feeling of respect 
and kindness for the memorialist, a majority of the com- | 
mittee deem ee for this Government to make the | 
grant... They such a grant wihout a precedent, and 
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| Affairs, to which the subject of the construction 


| reply of the Secretary of State, made by my di- 
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that it would violate the spirit of those compacts by which 
the public domain was ceded tothis Government. Itis the 
unanimous and anxious desire of the committee that the 
petitioner should receive all the benefits and recognition 
that this Government can bestow. Whatthis Government 
cannot do is within the power of the American people. 
They feel at least an equal pride and glory with us in the 
name of America. ‘Throughout our wide-extended coun- 
try, among all classes, this feeling is universal; and in the 
humblest cottage the poorest American feels that name—the 
name of his beloved conutry is a prouder title than any that 
adorns the monareli’s brow, and that if he has ne other 
property, thi. name, with all its great and glorious associa- 
tions with the past and hopes for the tature. is an all-saffi 
cient heritage to transmit to his children. This generous, | 
patriotic, and enlightened people will take into their own 
hands the case of America Vespucci. They will procure 
for her that home which she desires among us. They will 
do all that Congress is forbidden to do, and infinitely more 
than she asks or desires, and demonstrate to the world that | 
the name of America, our country’s naine, is dear to usall, | 
and shall be honored, respected and cherished in the per- | 
son of the interesting exile from whose ancestor we de- 
rive the great and glorious title. 


The report was ordered to be printed. 
INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 
Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 


| 


of steam vessels had been referred, made a report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 
MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore submitted the 
following message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States: 

To the Senate of the United States: 

I lay before Congress several dispatches from | 
his Excellency the Governor of Maine, with in- | 
closures, communicating certain proceedings of 
the Legislature of that State, and a copy of the 


j 


rection, together with a note from H. S. Fox, 
Esq., Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of Great Britain, with the answer of 
the Secretary of State to the same. 

It will appear from those documents that a 
numerous band of lawless and desperate men, 
chiefly from the adjoining British provinces, but 
without the authority or sanction of the provincial | 
government, had trespassed upon that portion of 
the territory in dispute between the United States | 
and Great Britain which is watered by the river 
Aroostook, and claimed to belong to the State | 
of Maine; and that they had committed extensive | 
depredations there by cutting and destroying a 
very large quantity of timber. Jt wall further | 
appear that the Governor of Maine, having been | 
officially apprised of the circumstance, had com- | 
municated it to the Legislature, with a recom- 
mendation of such provisions, in addition to those | 
already existing by law, as would enable him to | 
arrest the course of said depredations, disperse 
the trespassers, and secure the timber which they 
were about carrying away; that in compliance 
with a resolve of the Legislature, passed in pur- 
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arrest of the trespassers, and the protection of the 
public property. 

In the correspondence between the Governor 
of Maine and Sir John Harvey, Lieutenant Gov- 


| ernor of the Province of New Brunswick, which 
| has grown out of these occurrences, and is hke- 


wise herewith communicated, the former is re- 
quested to reeall the armed party advanced into 


| the disputed territory for the arrest of tres- 


suance of his recommendation, his Excellency | 


had dispatched the land agent of the State, with 
a force deemed adequate to that purpose, to the 
scene of the alleged depredations, who, after ac- 
complishing a part of his duty, was seized by a 
band of the trespassers, at a house claimed to be 
within the jurisdiction of Maine, whither he had 
repaired for the purpose of meeting and consult- 
ing with the land agent of the Province of New 
Brunswick, and conveyed as a prisoner.to Fred- 
erickton, in that province, together with two other 
citizens of the State, who were assisting him in 
the discharge of his duty. 

It will also appear that the Governor and Le- 
gislature of Maine, satisfied that the trespassers 
had acted in defiance of the laws of both coun- 
tries, learning that they were in possession of 


a 


tions thereof, 


yassers, and is informed that a strong body of 
British troops is to be held in readiness to support 
and proteet the authority and subjects of Great 
Britain in said territory. la answer te that re- 
quest, the Provincial Governor is informed of the 
determination of the State of Maine to support 
the land agent and his party in the performance 
of their duty, and the same determination for the 
execution of which provision is made by a resolu- 
tion of the State Legislature, is communicated 
by the Governor to the General Government, 
The Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, 
in calling upon the Governor of Maine for a re- 
call of the land agent and his party from the dis- 
puted territory, and the British Minister in making 
a similar demand upon the Government of the 
United States, proceed upon the assumption that 
an azreement exists between the two nations con- 
ceding to Great Britain, until the final settlement 
of the boundary question, exclusive possession 
of, and jurisdiction over, the territory in dispute. 
The important bearing which such an agreement, 
if it existed, would bave upon the condition and 
interests of the parties, and the influence it might 
have upon the adjustment of the dispute, are too 
obvious to allow the error upon which this as- 
sumption seems to rest to pass for a moment 
without correction, The answer of the Seere- 
tary of State to Mr. Fox’s note, will show the 


ground taken by the Government of the United 


States upon this point. It is believed that all the 
correspondence which has passed between the 
two Governments upon this subject has already 
been communicated to Congress, and is now on 
their files. An abstract of it, however, ee 
prepared, accompanies this communication. It 
is possible that, in thus abridging a voluminous 
correspondence, commencing in 1825 and contin- 
uing to a very recent period, a portion may have 
been accidentally overlooked; but it is believed 
that nothing has taken place which would ma- 
terially change the aspect of the question, as 
therein presented. Instead of sustaining the as- 
sumption of the British functionaries, that cor- 
respondence disproves the existence of any such 
agreement, It shows that the two Governments 
have differed not only in regard to the main ques- 
tion of title to the territory in dispute, but with 
reference also to the right of jurisdiction, and the 
fact of the actual exercise of it in different por- 
Always aiming at an amicable 
adjustment of the dispute, both parties have en- 
tertained and repeatedly urged upon each other a 
desire that each should exercise its rights, what- 


| ever it considered them to be, in such a manner 


arms, and anticipating (correctly, as the result has |, 
proved) that persons of their reckless and despe-,|, 
rate character would set at nought the authority | 


of the magistrates, without the aid of a strong | 
force, had authorized the sheriff, and the officer 
pointed in the place of the land agent, to em- | 
ploy at the expense of the State, an armed posse, 
who had proceeded to the scene of these depre- | 
dations, with a view to the entire dispersion or 


as to avoid collision, and allay, to the greatest 
practicable extent, the excitement likely to grow 
out of the controversy. It was in pursuance of 
such an understanding that Maine and Massa- 
chusetts, upon the remonstrance of Great Britain, 
desisted from making sales of lands, and the 
General Government from the construction of a 
projected military road in a portion of the terri- 
tory of which they claimed to have enjoyed the 
exclusive possession; and that Great Briiain, on 
her part, in deference to a similar remonstrance 
from the United States, suspended the issue of 
licenses to cut timber in the territory tn contre- 
versy, and also the survey and location of a rail- 
road through a section of country over which 
she also claimed to have exercised exclusive ju- 
risdiction, 

The State of Maine had a right to arrest the 
depredations complained of; it belonged to her to 
judge of the exigency of the oceasion eailing for 


| her interference; and it is presumed that had the 


Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick been 
correctly advised of the nature of the proccedings 
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of the State of Maine, he would not have regarded 
the transaction as requiring, on his part, any re- 
sort to force. Each party claiming a right to the 
territory, and hence to the exclusive jurisdiction 
over it, it is manifest that, to prevent the destruc- 
tion of the timber by trespassers, acting against 
the authority of both, and at the same time avoid 


forcible collision between the contiguous Govern- | 
ments during the pendency of negotiations con- | 


cerning the title, resort must be had to the mutual 
exercise of jurisdiction in such extreme cases, or 
to an amicable and temporary arrangement ag to 
the limits within which it should be exercised by 


each party. The understanding supposed to ex- |, 
ist between the United States and Great Britain 


has been found heretofore sufficient for that pur- 
pose, and I believe will prove so hereafter, if the 
parties on the frontier, directly interested in the 
question, are respectively governed by a just 
spirit of conciliation and forbearance. 
be found, as there is now reason to apprehend, 
that there is, in the modes of construing that un- 
derstanding by the two Governments, a difference 
not to be reconciled, I shall not hesitate to pro- 
pose to her Britannic Majesty’s Government a 
distinct arrangement for the temporary and mu- 
tual exercise of jurisdiction, by means of which 
similar difficulties may in future be prevented. 
But between an effort on the part of Maine to 


one the property in dispute from destruction | 


y intruders, and a military occupation by that 
State of the territory, with a view to hold it by 
force, while the settlement is a subject of nego- 
tiation between the two Governments, there is an 


essential difference, as well in respect to the posi- || 


tion of the State, as to the dutics of the General 
Government. In a letter addressed by the Sec- 


retary of State to the Governor of Maine, on the | 


Ist of March last, giving a detailed statement of 
the steps which had been taken by the Federal 
Government to bring the controversy to a term- 
ination, and designed to apprise the Governor of 
that State of the views of the Federal Executive, 
in respect to the future, it was stated, that while 
the obligations of the Federal Government to do 
all in its power to effeet the settlement of the 
boundary question were fully recognized, it had, 
in the event of being unable to do so specifically, 
yy mutual consent, no other means to accomplish 
thatobject amicably, than by another arbitration, 
or by a commission with an umpire in the na- 
ture of an arbitration; and thatin the event of all 
other measures failing the President would feel it 
his duty to submit another proposition. to the 
Government of Great Britain, to refer the decis- 
ion of the question to a third Power. These are 


still my views upon the subject; and until this || 


step shall have been taken, [ cannot think it 
proper to invoke the attention of Congress to 
other than amicable means for the settlement of 
the controversy, or to cause the military power 
of the Federal Government to be brought in aid 
of the State of Maine, in any attempt to effect 
that object by a resort to force. 


On the other hand, if the authorities of New | 


Brunswick shou!d attempt to enforce the claim of 
exclusive jurisdiction set up by them, by means 
of a military occupation on their part of the dis- 
puted territory, I shall feel myself bound to con- 
sider the contingency provided by the Constitu- 


tion as ‘having occurred, on the happening of | 


which a State has the right to call for the aid of 
the Federal Government to repel invasion. 

I have expressed to the British Minister near 
this Government a confident expectation that the 
agents of the State of Maine, who have been ar- 
rested under an obvious misapprehension of the 
object of their mission, will be promptly released; 
and to the Governor of Maine that a similar 
course will be pursued in regard to the agents of 
the Province of New Brunswick. 
recommended that any militia that may have been 
brought together by the S:ate of Maine, from an 
apprehension of a collision with the Government 
or people of the British Province, will be volun- 
tarily and peaceably disbanded. 

1 cannot allow myself to doubt that the results 
anticipated from these representations will be 
seasonably realized. 
ately interested cannot but perceive that an appeal 
to arms, under existing circumstances, will not 
only prove fatal to their present interests, but 
woul tpone, if not defeat, the attainment of 


the main objects which they have in view. The || direct taxation to make up the deficiency, which | 
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If it shall | 


I have also | 


The parties more immedi- | 
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i very incidents which have recently occurred will 
| necessarily awaken the Governments to the im- 
| portance of promptly adjusting a dispute, by 


|, Which it is now made manifest that the peace of | 


the two nations is daily and imminently endan- 
gered. This expectation is further warranted by 
the general forbearance which has hitherto char- 
acterized the conduct of the Government and 
people on both sides of the line. In the uniform 
patriotism of Maine, her attachmenttothe Union, 
her respect for the wishes of the people of her 
| sister States, of whose interest in her welfare she 
| cannot be unconscious, and, in the solicitude felt 
by the country at large for the preservation of 
peace with our neighbors, we have a strong guar- 
| antee that she will not disregard the request that 
|| has been made of her. 
| As, however, the session of Congress is about 
| to terminate, and the agency of the Executive 
/may become necessary during the recess, it is im- 
| portant that the attention of the Legislature should 
| be drawn to the consideration of such measures 
as may be calculated to obviate the necessity ofa 
call foranextrasession. With that view, 
thought it my duty to lay the whole matter be- 
fore you, and to invite such action thereonas you 
| may think the occasion requires. 
{| . VAN BUREN. 
|| Wasuineton, 26th February, 1839. 


A very interesting discussion followed, in 


VELL, and WILLIAMS of Maine, participated; 


| when, 


ments were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
|| Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, five thou- 
| sand additional copies were ordered to be printed. 
_ Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, gave notice that to- 
, morrow he would call up a bill for the organiza- 


inland and maritime frontier. 

Mr. WRIGHT submitted a resolution that the 
| Senate would to-morrow go into the election ofa 
printer, and asked that it be considered now. 

Mr. DAVIS objecting, the resolution lies over. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvuespay, February 26, 1839. 
The unfinished business of the morning hour 
| was the report of the select committee on the pub- 
|| lic lands, the question being on the amendment 
| of Mr. Ropertson. 
Mr. YELL said thatthere were bata few days 


| 





|| of the session left for the transaction of business | 


| Indispensable to the support of the Government; 
|| that 1t was now apparent that no action could be 
| had during this session, and he would not trespass 


| another morning upon the business of the nation, | 


|| &e. He stated the positions which induced him 


to oppose the resolution, in addition to those ad- 


vanced on a former day: First that the public 


| lands, under the deeds of cession, were set apart | 


| for the payment of the national debt, which 
‘amounted, at the close of the war, to eighty 
| million. That debt has been paid; and if you 
|| please, by the proceeds of the public lands, or 
rather the whole amount of the sales amounts to 

about one hundred and six million, out 6f which 
| amount about thirty million has been expended 
| in surveying and paying all necessary expenses 
|, and salaries. But it must be recollected that this 
funded debt was paid as well out of the common 


| treasure as the proceeds of the public lands. Sec- | 


ondly, that, from the estimate of the Commis- 
; sioner of the General Land Office, there has been 


about sixty million paid for the purchase under | 


the treaties with Florida and Spain and the extin- 

 guishment of Indian tides. Vhat must be paid 

|| before the proceeds can be diverted from their ori- 
| ginal purpose. ‘The money was taken out of the 

_public Treasury to acquire these titles, and it 
thereby became a part of the revenue, and could 

\»no more be applied in distribution than money 

| raised from customs upon imports. 

, Mr. Y. took a brief survey of the grounds as- 
signed, and finally closed with his objections to the 
passage of the resoluuon, because the state of the 

‘Treasury would not justify it, and because the 

| effect would be to raise the tariff, or a resort to 
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have | 


_which Messrs. BUCHANAN, WEBSTER, DA- | 
VIS, CLAY of Kentucky, WALKER, NOR- | 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the docv- | 


| tion of a volunteer corps for the defense of the | 


F ebruary 


eine 


26, 


he estimated to be ten million, or more 


















which, moreover, would fall heavily upor = 


0 & 
western States, as they were the consumers, co 
paid the duties in the end. _ 
|| (Mr. Y.*sspeech in full willbe published as 800n 
| as itis prepared for the press. ] 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, on the ground 
of want of time to act deliberately upon the sub. 
ject, moved to lay the report and resolutions upon 

|| the table. 
|| Mr. HAYNES asked the gentleman to wit). 
draw the motion to allow him to make a brief ey. 

| planation. His position was a peculiar one, for 
| his constituency had been assailed by the gentle. 
|, man from Virginia, [Mr. Ropertson,] and he 
| wished to place himself right before the country, 
| Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, declined, 

| Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, calleg 
| for the yeas and nays; but they were refused: 
| and the whole subject was laid on the table with. 
| out a division. 


| GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

| On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the House 
then went into Committee of the Whole on the 
|| State of the Union, (Mr. Banxs in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the general appro. 
| 

| 


| priation bill. 

| The question immediately pending was the mo- 
tion of Mr. Octe to strike out the appropriations 
for the branch mints, and to devote a sum of $600 
to each, for a man to take charge of them. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY, who was entitled to the 
floor, addressed the committee against the amend- 
ment, and especially in reply to Mr. Ocxe’s re- 
marks last night. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, also advocated 
the propriety of continuing the branch mints. 

Mr. ROBERTSON sustained the amendment, 
and said he should have moved it, or one similar 
to it, had it not heen moved by a gentleman 
from the North. He expressed his surprise that 
any southern man, opposed to the protection of 
| manufactories, should support these branch man- 
ufactories for gold, when they had one before ca- 
pable of doing all the business of the country. 

Mr. DAWSON expressed his surprise at this 
having been made by the advocates of the amend- 
ment a party measure, and no less so at an effort 
to cut off, in its infancy, before it had scarcely 
| gone into operation, works like these. He con- 
| fined his remarks to the branch at Dahlonega, the 
| necessity of which he warmly insisted upon. 
| Mr. GRAHAM was in favor of the continua- 
|, tion of the branches. 
| Mr. EVERETT thought this an improper oc- 
|, casion to abolish the branch mints—that it should 
| be brought forward as a separate measure. On 
|, such an occasion the argument of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ocie] would be entitled 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 














| ta great consideration. He thought, at least, it 

was an unsafe course to introduce subjects of 
| legislation into appropriation bills. So long asthe 
law establishing these mints remained, he thought 
| that the annual sppropoaiens for their support 
| should be made. He said this, although he had 
| voted against their establishment. Many of his 
friends, however, voted for them, no doubt on 
| the ground on which they were then, as now, 
| advocated—as a measure of protection to domes- 
‘tic industry. It was then, as now, urged that 
| their establishment would increase the value of 
gold in the section of country where produced. 
| On this point the North had no constitutional 
scruples; and he was glad to find that, on that 
oceasion, none were expressed by the South. He 
had voted against it principally on the ground 
that the establishment of different mints tended 


| to preserve a perfect unity of value, there should 
be but one mint. 

Mr. STANLY made a reply to Mr. Moxt 
| GOMERY, in opposition to the mint at Charlotte; 
and threw out an intimation that the proceedings 
| were not very honestly conducted there, particu- 
| larly in reference to the wastage of gold, or con- 


] to produce a variation of value. He had thought, 
| 
| 
| 


tingent expenses. : 
Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked that, strictly 

speaking, this amendment was not in order, be- 

cause they could not repeal one law and ingraft 

another upon an appropriation. P 

| Mr, MERCER advocated the adoption of the 

amend. 

| 


ment, 3 
Mr. BYNUM said he should not have said 4 
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word, but for the peculiar relation in which he | 
stood to the question under consideration. He 
regarded the question of more importance than it 
might at first appear to possess. The proposition 
was, in his mind, an insidious one, and wore the | 
“*ear-mark’’ (to use the language of a friend of 
his) of the party, and system of the party, whence 
it came; and he would show that it sprung from 
the very source from which such a motion should. 
The proposition to strike out all appropriations 
for the branch mints in the South, he would show, 
sprung from one who stood in need of a “straight 
iacket’’ by far more than did those who voted to | 
establish the mints, and the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania had denounced all who voted for that 
billas such. Now, sir, what does the member 
ask by the proposition? To stop all appropria- 
tions for the southern mints, and, consequenfly, 
by this indirect blow, strike them down, after 


test their utility; and this he would have us do 
without furnishing one single additional fact more 
than was known at their establishment. Not a 
single new fact has he presented to justify this 
House in striking down those institutions which, 
but a few years ago, were established by a vote 
of 115 to 60, lacking five only of being two to | 
one. Does the gentleman think that there is so 
much stupidity in this House to do such a thing, 
in absence of additional evidence of the impolicy | 
of the erection of those institutions? Were we 
to do it, we should truly deserve the epithets that | 
the member, in his assumed wisdom, has applied | 
tous. Before we attempt such a thing, why did | 
not the gentleman make proper calls on the De- | 
partment for all the information necessary to 
justify the voting for such a proposition? Sir, 
does he think, by such ** lunaties,’’ to adopt such | 
a propositien, without these necessary and usual 
calls? And to require the House to do such an 
act, shows much more clearly that he himself 
stands more in want of a “straight jacket’’ than 
others. 

That this is an insidious attack is evident, in 
my mind, because it comes directly from a source 
that is the natural enemy to everything that is | 
connected with a money currency for the use of | 
the laboring, productive people of this country, 
who live by industry and labor, and not by their | 
corporate privileges and rights exclusively to issue 
paper in the name of money for the use of the peo- 
ple, and often without a particle of intrinsic value 
attached to it. It is this stuff that it is wished, 
by these privileged orders, to pass instead of 
money, and upon their credit and promises, as 
often as they choose to break them. It is for | 
such stuff that they wish the people to work and 
labor, and with which they would buy the prod- 
uce of our industry. This step is one of their | 
old tricks again; it is a piece of that old cra/t fam- 
ily, that have been the curse of every age, to get | 
produce and labor without returning for it a val-_ 


uable consideration. : | 


Yes, sir; paper-money is the natural enemy of 
labor, industry, and every species of produce and | 
agriculture. ‘Those mints were established for | 
the especial benefit of the laborer and productive 
industry, and to aid in establishing for them, as 
far as they could effect it, a currency founded on 
a valuable consideration, and not subject to eter- 
nal fluctuation and depreciation; and for this | 
cause alone have they become an ‘eye sore,”’ | 
and are so bitterly denounced by the friends of | 
this non-productive, non-laboring party, who | 
have been so long wont to live upon their incor- 
nee and eat the bread of idleness. 

es, sir; for this reason will those institutions 
ever be opposed by the drones of this consump- 
tive, non-productive party. The member wants 
the laborers who make this gold to go to Phila- 
delphia to get their money coined; to pay their 
own expenses from the backwoods of North Car- 
olina and Georgia, and the whole West and 
South, to the great Mecca of the paper currency, 
to get the stamp of the holy father before they 
can use their money, or be under the necessity of 
selling to speéulators at from ten to fifteen per 
cent.; men sent on there by his holiness, or some 
of his stockjobbing junto at the capital of the 
holy land. Does the gentleman think that the 
honest laborer will not see through all this craft, 
and I like to have said folly, for such it is in fact, 
a8 much wisdom as the gentleman may think 








i 
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carrying on your coinage among the people, this 
gold and silver, much of it, indeed, would be 
left with the people who make and use it; but 


** 


|| carry it to Philadelphia, and your bank will do, 


what it ever has done, seize on every dollar of it 
that it can, and substitute for it its own paper and 


promises to pay. 


Again, I have no idea of any one place monop- 


| olizing the coinage of money, or any other thing. 


Iam against all such exclusive privileges ina 
free country; and there are considerations, most 
powerful in-my mind, of this character, that will 
induce me to vote against the novel and unpre- 
cedented motion to cut down those institutions. 
Let gentlemen alone, and they would have us 
to go to this Mecca of paper promises, for our 


| apparel, our rights—and some would have gone 
| there for our political opinions, our morals, re- 
having, in the short space of six months, been || 
established, without giving them the least trial to | 


ligion, and manners even. 


Sir, we are hardly to 
be considered ** decent,’’ 


unless we have visited 


| this holy father, and dipped our corrupted hands 


in his sacred fountain. No man possesses learn- 


_ing, or intelligence—is a scholar, or an orator, 
/ unless he has the certificate from this capital of || 


exclusive privileges. 
| sanctioned by their criticism. 


| 
| 


All is vulgar, but what is 
But it does not 
stop here; they have assumed, assumed, sir, even 
to decide who are to be considered gentlemen, 
and to be worthy of notice. Such is the prepos- 
terous arrogance of these advocates of exclusive 
privileges. The very idea is not more insulting 
than disgusting, as you pursue it. 

[ am sorry that the conduct of the Governor of 
North Carolina has been quoted by this party, 
to justify them in their striking down those in- 
stitutions. It was but what might have bee: ex- 
pected, however, from the contents of his mes- 
sage to the last Legislature. 

Sir, it was well calculated to aid and excite the 
enemies of that State to strike at her most favor- 
ite institution, and prostrate her dearest interest, 
as a Democratic Republican productive State. I 
protest, however, against his views in relation to 
this subject being taken here as evidence of those 
of a majority of that patriotic State. Sir, it was 


not the only question that the Governor did not | 


speak out on before the last election, in which he 
succeeded in that State. Yes, sir, it is believed 
by many that he purposely concealed his opinions 


/on many other subjects, until he had succeeded 





| 





in his election. 
deception was practiced on that too-confiding 
people, the like of which never had been before 
played on them by any man or set of men; and, 


_ 201 





_ is taken on that subject? Do those deathlike ef- 
forts alone not give the most 
trovertible contradiction to a 
being a “*humbug?’’ Could anything afford a 
more clear demenstration of their belief of its 
being no * hambug,”’ than such solicitude and in- 
defatigable efforts on their part to resist it? 
this evidence not clear of the grossest attempt on 
their part to practice a deception on the people, 
and make them believe what their every act fur- 
nishes the most clear demonstration that they do 


ga ner: and incon- 
| their ideas of its 


not themselves ? 


| 


Mr. THOMPSON regarded the establishment 


of these mints as an extraordinary piece of legis- 


| lation. The establishing these branch mints in 


the places where located was novel and unprece- 
| dented. 
| them; 
deprecated the practice of digging gold from the 


There was no practical necessity for 
and, as a southern man and patriot, he 


bowels of the earth; that it had desolated and 


| ruined every country that ever undertook to earry 


on this species of mining. Could he prevent it, 
he never would have another dollar dug. Mr. 


T. concluded at the suggestion of 


Mr. HOWARD, who stated to the committee 


| that a message from the President of the United 
| States, of an important character, was now in 


waiting, and hoped the committee would rise, to 


enable the House to receive the same, and have 
| it referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


The committee, at this suggestion, according! y 


| rose, and reported progress. 


| 


| 


MAINE BOUNDARY. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 


| sage from the President of the United States in 


' 


| 
j 


relation to the difficulties on the Maine frontier, 
accompanied by voluminous documents from the 
Governor of Maine; also, communications from 


‘| the Secretary of State to Mr. Fox, the British 


Yes, sir, and by this means a_ 


sir, the people of that high and patriotic State | 


will feel humiliated when they learn, by such a 
message, their Governor had become a favorite 


|| and a subject of eulogy by an Antimasonic Abo- 


litionist of this Huuse, and that his principles 
find favor alone with such, and those who would 
give them indirect aid here. Long, long should 
that abused people remember the evidences this 
day elicited in this House of the conduct and 
principles of their Governor. But he has got 
from them his all; he never will dare to appear 
before them again. Upon this subject I am re- 
sponsible, sir, for what I speak, here or elsewhere. 
I regret, deeply regret, having the conduct of the 


Governor of the State that | represent, in part, | 
thrown in my teeth here from such a source. | 


| the attention of the House to a collateral subject, 


Soon may we expect the conduct of some of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| Minister, and his replies thereto. 


Mr. HOWARD moved that the message and 
accompanying documents be referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Foreign Affairs, and be printed; and 


that the committee have liberty to sit during the 


| sittings of the House. 


Mr. THOMPSON moved the printing of twen- 
ty thousand extra copies; and supported the mo- 
tion by a speech, in which he highly commended 


| the message; and which, together with the rest 
| of this highly interesting debate, will be given 


| 


hereafter. 
Mr. PEARCE, of Maryland, briefly replied to 
some,yemarks of Mr. Tnompson, which he con- 


| sideréd as reflecting, in an offensive manner, upon 


| 


| 


j 
j 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 


the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON explained. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maine, followed in a long and 
very animated speech, in which he gave a full his- 
tory of the present difficulty in that State from its 
origin; stated minutely its present condition; com- 
mented with some severity on the neglect which 
had been shown by the Gonmal Goverament to 
the oft-repeated representations of that State, in 
which the present crisis had been represented as 


|| inevitable; and insisted that it was evident, from 


Abolitionists from the same State thrown at us | 


here, as evidence against us, as to the triumphant 


progress of their bloody and assassin-like schemes || 
I feel humbled at such a state of | 


to the South. 
things, coming from whatever quarter it may. 
The member from Pennsylvania has dwelt 


much on the ‘* gold humbag,”’ the ** gold hum- | 


bug’’ used by the Democratic party for mere de- 


ception, to gull and dupe and delude the people. | 


Now, sir, in this the member is guilty of the error 
of his whole party. -They give the strongest ev- 
idence against themselves. Ifthe attempt to place 


our currency upon a specie basis, and make ita | 


permanent one, for the benefit of the productive 
and laboring interests, to thwart the views of 
speculators, bankers, and stockjobbers—if it all 
was a mere * humbug,’’ I say, sir, why these 
mighty, these Herculean, these dying straggles, 
made in gvery section of your country, both in 
and out of this House, topreventit? Why those 


indefatigable efforts, here and elsewhere, to thwart | 
it, to impede it, and strangle it at every step that | 


| 
| 
' 
! 
| 
j 
| 





} 


j 
! 
| 
| 
} 


| 
| 


the whole tone of the message, that the urgency 
of the case was not appreciated. 

Mr. HOWARD remonstrated against this crim- 
ination of the Government as necessarily leading 
to a defensive reply, and thus tending to withdraw 


| and diverting it from the deeply interesting sub- 


ject of the message. 

Mr. EVANS proceeded some time longer; and 
when he sat down, 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved the previous question, 


| [Loud cries of ** No, no!”’ ** Withdraw it! with- 


draw it!’’ from all parts of the House. ]} 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his motion. 

Mr. ADAMS then addressed the House indors- 
ing fully the speech of Mr. Evans, but suggest- 
ing a constitutional difficulty in relation to the 
advice of the President to the Governor of Maine 
to enter into an explanation and accommodation 
with the Governor of New Brunswick, &.; as a 


| thing which the Governor of a State was not au- 


thorized to do; and expressed his hope that an 
agent of the Government would be appointed to 
manage such an arrangement, should it take place, 


\| &e. 





Mr. CRARY moved the previous question. 
Mr. LINCOLN requested him to withdraw the 
motion, but he refused to comply. 
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ing the motion, it was rejected—ayes 48, noes 89. 

Mr. LINCOLN then addressed the House,and 
after warm commendations of the message, went 
at large into the « encral subject. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question being taken by tellers, on second- || Mr, HALSTED moved to amend the bill by 


|| providing that no part of the contingent fund of 


|, the Post Office Department should be expended | which was referred to the Committee on th 


| 


He was suceeeded by Mr, CUSHING, who | 


strenuously denied the existence of any agree- 
ment between the two Governments that, pend- 


ing the controversy, Great Britain was to hold | 


exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed territory, 


and adverted to the aggressive claims of that Gov- | 


ernment, her course toward the Indians, and on 
the northwestern coast, &c. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY demanded the previous 


question; which was seconded, put, carried, and | 


the question of reference agreed to without a di- 
vision, 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs had leave to sit Uuring the 
sessions of the House. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to print twenty thou- 
vand copies of these documents. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, objected to 


the consideration of the resolution at this time; 


in paying for the dinners of the clerks; which was 
rejected. é 

Mr. H. moved further to amend the bill by re- 
ducing the appropriation for the contingent ex- 
penses of the Senate to $30,000; which was re- 
jected. 

Mr. GRAVES offered an amendment, the effect 
of which would be to reduce a certain class of 
clerks in the Post Office, who now enjoyed an ad- 
vantage over others by having had ten per cent. 
added to their salaries, to the same level with the 
rest, by taking off twenty per cent. from what 


they now received. 


The amendment was opposed by Mr. CAM- 


| BRELENG, and rejected. 


and, at the suggestion of several gentlemen that | 
it would be better to print them with the report | 


of the committee, Mr. Bronson did not press his 
motion, 


DEFALCATIONS OF SWARTWOUT. 
Mr. HARLAN asked leave to report from the 


select committce appointed to inquire into the 
defalcations of Swartwout and others. 


| 


Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must object to | 
anything interposing to prevent the action of the | 


House on the appropriation bill. 
committee had risen for the sole purpose of re- 


ceiving the President’s message on the Maine || drew the motion at the request of 


question; and that having been disposed of, the 
unfinished busimess should be resumed. 

Mr. HARLAN thereupon moved a suspension 
of the rules. 

Mr. WISE demanded the yeas and nays; 


which, being ordered, were—yeas 85, nays 59. 


Moreover, the | 


Not being two thirds, the rules were not sus- | 


pended. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House then went into the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and resumed 
the consideration of the general appropriation bill; 
the pending question still being on striking out 


the nem nig for the branch mints of North | 
i 


na, Georgia, and Louisiana, and prqyiding || ject of slavery; but it was objected to, and leave 


Caro 
salaries for persons to supervise the pulallll pute: 
“7, thereat. 

r. CAMBRELENG gave notice that he 


| calling for certain information in relation to the | 


After an ineffectual attempt by Mr. RIVES to 


getan amendment to increase the salaries of col- | 


lectors of the smaller ports of the Union, with 
especial reference to the collector at Petersburg, 
Virginia, 


The committee rose and reported the bill to the | 


House. 


Mr. CHAMBERS offered an amendment, the | 
| effect of which would be to prohibitany collector 


from retaining in his hands moneys paid under 
protest, and requiring him to deposit the same in 


bank to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 


States, 
The amendment was adopted. 


The House then concurred in the amendments || 
reported from the committee, save a few which | 


were reserved for discussion, which were ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. BELL moved an adjournment; but with- 


Mr. EVANS, who, by leave, laid on the table 


a communication from Governor Fairfield to the 
Legislature of Maine, which, he observed, pre- | 


sented a very erilical state of things there. ‘The 
reading was dispensed with, and the document 
ordered to be printed for the information of the 
members. e 

Mr. JENIFER, on leave, offered a resolution 


tobacco trade. 
A bill in explanation of a bill for the reorgani- 
zation of the United States Marine Corps was 


| read twice and committed. 


would remain here all night, and move a call of | 


' the House, rather than again rise without closing 


the amendments on this bill. 

The debate was continued at great length by 
Messrs. OGLE, BYNUM, GRAHAM, and 
RENCHER. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG appealed to the House | 
to take the question, and let the bill be reported. || 


And the question on the amendment was taken, | 


and rejected. 


Mr. CHAMBERS proposed to amend the bill || 
by adding a provision requiring the collectors of | 
customs to deposit the money coming into their | 


hands to the credit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, subject to warrant, &c. 


The CHAIRMAN said that if there was any | 


objection, he should pronounce this amendment 
out of order. 

Mr. CHAMBERS supposed no gentleman 
would object. 

Mr. PETRIKIN alluded to the short space of 
time left, and objected. 

Mr. CHAMBERS. Then let the gentleman 
take the responsibility. I now move to strike 
out the enacting clause of the bill, so that the gen- 
tieman will gain no time on the score of debate, 
by objecting to this amendment. 

Some remarks followed from Messrs. CHAM- 
BERS, CAMBRELENG, and PETRIKIN. 

Mr. CHAMBERS withdrew his motion to 
strike out the enacting clause, and again offered 


his amendment for the purpose of taking an ap- | 


peal. 

But, on the suggestion of Mr. MERCER, Mr. 
C. withdrew the amendment, with the intention 
to move a suspension of the rule in the House, 
for the purpose of offering it there. 


Mr. EWING asked leave to present joint res- 
olutions of the Legislature of Indiana on the sub- 


was refused, 

Mr. DAWSON, from asclect committee, made 
a report on certain claims of the State of Georgia; 
which was read and referred. 

Mr. BEATTY moved an adjournment, (about 
half past ten o’clock.) 

Mr. HARLAN requested him to withdraw it, 


that he might present a report from the investi- || 


gating committee on the Swartwout defalcation. 

Mr. BEATTY refusing, 

Mr. HARLAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 45, nays 52. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that there be a call of 
the House. 

Mr. BEIRNE demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. WISE remonstrated. All the committee 
desired was to get the report out of their hands 
into those of the printer. 

Mr. MERCER hoped the report would be re- 
ceived, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOPKINS withdrew his motion for a 
call. 

Mr. OWENS stated that the report of the 


| minority would be ready in the morning; and it 


| 
| 
| 





i} 
i 
i 


| journed. 


being understood that both reports should be pre- 
sented simultaneously to-morrow morning, the 
House (a few minutes before eleven o’clock) ad- 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, February 27, 1839. 


Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of the 
Philadelphia Board of Trade, praying a further 
appropriation for the completion of the light- 
house on Brandywine shoals; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. YOUNG presented the petition of A. B. 
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| Patterson and others, citizens of Warren ee 
|| IMinois, praying the establishment ofa post; 


| Office and Post Roads. 
|| Mr. MOUTON presented the petition of a num. 
|| ber of the citizens of the State of Louisiana 
| praying the entire repeal of the naturalization 
| laws now in force, and the passage of other jaws 
to prevent the indiscriminate influx of foreign 
emigrants; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. BENTON submitted the following rego. 
lution; which, after some remarks from Messrs, 
| PIERCE, MOUTON, PRESTON, HUBBARD 
| and BENTON, was considered and agreed to: ; 
Resolved, That there be allowed, and paid out of the con- 
| tingent fund, for extra services, to cach of the messengers 
| of the Senate and office, $250; to each of the pages, g200; 
and to each of the assistant messengers and laborers, $200, 
The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
| by Mr. TALLMADGE, was taken up for con- 
|| sideration, and adopted: 
|| Whereas, the Senate, on the 12th day of February in- 
stant, passed a resolution, as follows: 
Resolved, That the Postmaster General communicate to 
|, the Senate th: number of removals of deputy postmasters 
|| since the 4th March, 1837; the names of the persons so re. 
| noved, and times when removed ; the names of the persons 
|| appointed to fill the vacancies; the names of the offices 
| where such removals have been made; classing the whole 
|| by States and Territories. 
And whereas, no answer has been received to the same: 
|| Therefore, 
| Resolved, That the Postmaster General inform the Sen- 
|| ate, without delay, why he has not communicated the in- 
formation required by that resolution. 
1 The joint resolution fixing the value of the 
|| pound in money of the British Provincesin North 
|| America at our custom-houses, was read a second 
| time, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and, by unanimous consent, read the 
| third time and passed. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. WRIGHT, 
|| yesterday, fixing half past twelve o’clock to go 
'| into an election for printer, was considered and 
|| agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Philip Weade- 
‘| man; which was read, and ordered to a second 
| reading. 
|| Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
| tary Affairs, to which was referred the bill to 
| provide for the defense of the western frontier, 
| from the mouth of the Sabine to Fort Snelling, 
| on the Mississippi river, reported the same with- 
| out amendment. 
| Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to which was referred an act for the re- 
| lief of Lewis B. Willis, reported the same with- 
out amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
| Claims, to which had been referred the following 
acts, reported the same, severally, without amend- 
| ment: 
| An act for the rélief of Francis Mallaby; 
| An act for the relief of Griffeth Combe and 
| John P. Ingle, trustees of the house in the city 
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|| of Washington, commonly called the Brick Cap- 
1} itol; 
‘| An act for the relief of A. J. Pickett, and 
George W. Gayle; and 
An act for the relief of James W. Cox. | 
Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
William Dickinson, asked to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
| time and passed: 

The joint resolution providing for the purchase 
of an island in the Delaware, called the Pea 
Patch; : 

The bill to provide for additional clerks in the 
Post Office Department, and the Auditor’s office 
| connected therewith; ’ 
The bill granting a pension to Hannah Leigh- 
| ton; 

The bill for the relief of John Ritchie; 
The bill for the relief of John L, Scott; ; 
The bill granting to certain persons therein 





in Ottowa county, Michigan; 
The bill for the relief of Charles A. Dodd; 
The bill for the relief of Daniel B. Bush; 
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The bill to authorize the inhabitants of town- 
ship eight worth, range thirty-two west, in the | 
State of Arkansas, to enter a section of land in | 
licu of the sixteenth section in said township, | 
upon condition that the same is surrendered to | 
the United States for military purposes; 

The bill to authorize the location of the pre- 
emption certificates given by the register of the 
jand office at Batesville, in Arkansas, under the 
act of the 26th of May, 1824, on any of the public 
Jands for sale in the State of Arkansas; | 

The bill for the relief of Richard Robinson; 

The bill for the relief of the widow and other | 
heirs of Alexander Hamilton, deceased; 

The bill for the relief of John Burk; 

The bill for the relief of Josephine Nourse; 

An act for the erection of light-houses, light- | 
boats, beacons, and buoys; 

An act for the relief of James H. Ralston; 

An act for the relief of Samuel McKay; 

An act for the relief of John W. Kearney; 

Anact for the relief of John McFarland; and | 

The bill making appropriations for the naval | 
service for the year 1839. 


ELECTION OF PRINTER. 


Athalf past twelve o’clock, in pursuance of the 
resolution on the subject, adopted this morning, 
the Senate proceeded to ballot for a Printer; and 
the result was as follows: 

On the first ballot, forty-three ballots were 
given; of which 
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Blair & Rives, therefore, having a majority of | 
the whole number of votes given, were declared 
by the Chair to be duly elected. 


LIGHT-HOUSES, ETC. 


The bill making appropriations for light-houses, | 
light-boats, beacons, and buoys, was ordered to 
be engrossed. | 


INTERFERENCE IN ELECTIONS. 


The bill to prevent the interference of certain 
Federal officers in elections was taken up; when | 

Mr. CRITTENDEN addressed the Senate for | 
upwards of two hours and a half in defense of | 
the bill, and was replied to by Mr. WALL. 

Mr. NILES and Mr. PRESTON followed in 
the debate, and the question was taken on the | 
amendment to the bill offered by Mr. Crirten- | 
pen, and decided in the negative—yeas 18, nays | 
25; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bavard, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, | 
Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Pren- | 
tiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, 
Swit, Tallmadge, and White—18. 

N YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
| 
| 
| 


bana, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbar i i 0) - | eta ; 
Nic a 4, King, Lian, Lyon, Mou- | his Government. it will be observed that this memorandum 


ton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, 
Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wall, Williams of | 
Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—25. 


_Mr. TALLMADGE then offered to amend the | 
bill by making its provisions and penalties ap- | 
plicable only to the officeholders named when | 
they shall subscribe sums of money to carry on 


elections; which was lost—yeas 15, nays 26; as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Crittenden, Davis, | 
Foster, Merrick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Rug- 
gles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, and White—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, 
Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, 

binson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wall, 
oe i Maine, Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and 

ng—26. 


Mr. RIVES then moved to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, with instruc- 
tions to amend the bill so as to conform to the 
resolutions which he had submitted to the Senate 
some time since; which was lost—yeas 13, nays 
25; as follows: 


_YEAS—Messrs. Crittenden, Davis, Foster, Knight, Mer- 
rick, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggics, Smith of Indiana, 
Swift, Tallmadge, and White—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fuiton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, 
“mith of Connecticut, Walker, Wail, Williams of Maine, 

illiams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—25. 
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The question then came up on the engrossment | needless delay, withdraw beyond the bounds of the disputed 
| territory any armed foree now within them; and it tuture 


of the bill, which is as follows: 


A bill to prevent the interference of certain Federal officers 
in elections. 


To the end that the great powers given to the officers of 
the Federal Government, and other persons employed in its | 
service, may not be used for the influencing of elections, 
which ought to be free and incorrupt : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America in Congress assembied, That 
from and after the Ist day of April, in the year 1839, no mar- 
shal or deputy marshal, no postmaster or deputy postmaster, 
no receiver or register of a land office, or any other deputies 
or clerks, no surveyor general of the public lands, or any 
of his deputies or assistants, no collector, surveyor, naval 
officer, weigher, gauger, appraiser, or other officer or person 
whatsoever concerned or employed in the charging, col- 
lecting, levying, or managing the customs, or any branch 
or part thereof, no engineer, officer, or agent, employed or 
coucerned in the execution or superintendence of any of 
the public works, shall, by word, message, or writing, or in 
any other manner whatsoever, endeavor to persuade any 
elector to give, or dissuade any elector from giving, bis vote 
for the choice of any person to be elector of President and 
Vice President of these United States, or for the choice of 
any person to be a Senator or Representative in the Congress 
of the said United States, or the choice of any person to be 
Governor or Lieutenant Governor of any State, or of any 
person to be a representative or member in the legislative 
department of any State of this Union, or for the choice of 
any person to serve in any public office established by the 
law of any of said States; nor sha'l any such officer or per- 
son intermeddle in any of the elections above mentioned, 
or use any means with intent to influence or control the 


|| same, otherwise than by giving his own vote; and every 


person offending therein shall forfeit the sum of $500; one 
moiety thereof to the informer, and the other moicty thereof 
to the United States aforesaid, to be recovered, with costs 
of suit, by any person that shall sue for the same, by action | 
of debt, bill, or plaint in any of the district or circuit courts 
of the United States ; and every person convicted, on any 
such suit, of the said offense, shall thereby become dis 


| abled and incapable of ever bearing or executing any office 


i 





or place of trust whatsoever under the said United States. 
+ 





Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, gave his reasons why | 
he could not support the bill; and the question | 
being taken on its engrossment, was decided in 
the negative—yeas 5, nays 28; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Crittenden, Foster, Merrick, Preston, 
and White—5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fu'ton, Hubbard, King, Knight, 
Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, 
Roane, Robinson, Sevier. Smith of Connecticut, Smith of 
Indiana, Walker, Wall, Williams of Maine, Williams of 
Mississippi, Wright, and Young—28. 


So the bill was lost. 
MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore submitted the 
following message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States: 


Wasuineton, February 27, 1839. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to Congress copies of various other documents 
received from the Governor of Maine, relating to the dis- 
pute between that State and the Province of New Bruns- 
wick, which formed the subject of my message of the 26th | 
instant, and also a copy of a memorandum signed by the 
Secretary of State of the United States and her Britannic 
Majesty’s Envoy Extraordinary and Minister tlenipoten- | 
tiary near the United States, of the terms upon which it is 
believed all collision can be avoided on the frontier, con- 
sistently with. and respecting the claims on either side. As 
the British Minister acts without specific authority from 


has but the foree of recommendation on the provincial au- 
thorities and on the government of the State. 


M. VAN BUREN. 


MEMORANDUM. 

Her Majesty’s authorities consider it to have been under- 
stood and agreed upon by the two Governments that the | 
territory in dispute between Great Britain and the United 
States, on the northeastern frontier, should remain exelu- 
sively under British jurisdiction until. the final settlement 
of the boundary question. 

The United States Government have not understood the 
above agreement in the same sense, but consider, on the con- 
trary, that there has been no agreement whatever for the ex- 
ercise by Great Britain of exclusive jurisdiction over the dis- 
puted territory, or any portion thereof, but a mutual under- | 
standing thaf, pending the negotiation, the jurisdiction then 
exercised by either party, over smal! portions of the territory 
in dispute, should not be*enlarged, but be continued merely 
for the preservation of local tranquillity and the public prop- 
erty, both forbearing, as far as practicable, to-exert any au- 
thority, and, when any should be exercised by either, plac- 
ing upon the conduct of each other the most favurable 
construction. 

A complete inderstanding upon the question thus placed at | 
issue, of present jurisdiction, can only be arrived at by 
friendly discussion between the Governments of the United | 
Statex and Great Britain; and, as it is confidently hoped 
that there will be an early settiement of the question, this 
subordinate point of difference can be of but little moment. | 

In the meantime, the Governor of the Province of New | 
Brunswick and the government of the State of Maine will | 
act as follows: Her Majesty’s officers will not seek to expel, 
by military force, the armed party which has been sent by | 
Maine into the district_ bordering on the Aroostook river ; 
but the Government of Maine will voluntarily, and without | 


necessity should arise for dispersing noturions trespassers, 


| Or protecting public property from depredation by armed 


force, the operation shall be conducted by concert, joinuy 
or separately, according to agreements between the Gov 
ernments of Maine and New Brunswick. 

The civil officers in the service respectively of New 
Brunswick and Maine, who have been taken into custody 
by the opposite partics, shall be released. 

Nothing in this memorandum shall be cons*rued to fortify 
or to weaken, in any respect whatever, the claim of either 
party to the ultimate possession of the disputed territory. 

The Minister Plenipotentiary of her Britannie Majesty 


| having no specific authority to make any arrangement on 
| the subject, the undersigned can only recommend, as they 


now earnestly do, to the Governments of New Brunswick 
and Maine, to regulate their future proceedings according 
to the terms herein set forth, until the final settlement of 
the territorial die pute, or until the Governments of the Unk 


| ted States and Great Britain shall come to some definite 


| conclusion on the subordinate point upon which they are 
| now at issue. 








JOUN FORSYTH, 
Secretary of State of the United States of North America, 
ll. S. FOX, 
Her Britannic Mojesty’s Envoy Extraordinary 
and Minister Plenipotentiary. 


Wasuineton, February 27, 1839. 


27, 


After some remarks from Messrs, WIL- 
LIAMS of Maine, PRESTON, DAVIS, RUG- 
GLES, WEBSTER, BROWN, WALKER, and 
CALHOUN, the messace was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and five thou- 
sand additional copies ordered to be printed. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


An act making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1839, was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Senate then adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, February 27, 1839. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the select committee ad- 
pointed on the 17th of January last to inquire and 


| report as to the defalcations of public officers, 


made a report; when 

Mr. OWENS, of the same committee, on be- 
half of the minority, by leave, submitted a report 
containing the views of the minority upon the 


| subject-matters committed to the committee. 


Mr. HARLAN, on behalf of the committee, 
moved the reading of the conclusions of the com- 
mittee; and that five thousand copies of the re- 
ports with the journal, and twenty thousand 
copies of the reports without the journal, be 
printed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN said he was not opposed to 
printing, but he objected to the reading, unless all 
the reports were read. And he called for the read- 
ing, accordingly. 

Some conversation followed in different parts of 
the House, of which little could be heard, owing 
to the extreme confusion, 

The SPEAKER decided that it was a parlia- 


| mentary right to call for the reading; and, after 


some further conversation on points of order, 
The Clert proceeded to read the report of the 


| . . 
| majority. 


The reading was frequently interrupted by at- 
tempts to suspend it; after some time, 

On motion of Mr. OWENS, all the reports Wey 
general consent) were laid on the table; and five 
thousand copies thereof, with the journal, and 
twenty thousand copies of both documents, with- 
out the journal, were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HALL, from the select committee ap- 
pointed on the 24th of January to inquire into the 
character and amount of proof which is required 
by existing laws and regulations to establish 
claims on the United States for revolutionary 
services in the Virginia Continental and State 
lines and navy, and whether any, and what, fur- 
ther legislative provisions be necessary in regard 
to the mode of adjusting and allowing claims for 
such services, made a report thereon adverse to 
further appropriation for the satisfaction of said 
warrants; and moved that it be laid on the table, 
and that the report and documents be printed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO asked for a division of 
the question. 

Mr. WISE urged that the question should not 
be taken now, as a colleague of his, and a mem- 
ber of the committee, (not — in his os 
preparing his protest against this report, by whi 
great injustions he contended, was done; and he 











wished to have that protest printed, together with | and mileage, &c., of the Territory of Iowa to 
the report || $27,575. 
The report was laid on the table. 
The question recurring on the motion to print, | MAN and LEADBETTER participated. 
Some remarks followed from Messrs. TALIA- | And the question was not taken, when, pursu- 
FERRO, CRAIG, HALL, and WISE. |, ant to its order, the House took a recess until 
Mr. STANLY, with a view to save the time | half past four o’clock. 
of the House, now so precious, moved to lay the | 
motion to print on the table. | 
Mr. BRIGGS, as a member of the committee, | 
appealed to Mr. Stawxy to withdraw the motion. | 
Mir. STANLY not consenting, 
Mr. GRENNELL asked the yeas and nays on || 
the motion to lay the motion to print on the table, 
which were ordered, and being taken were—yeas | Cabers of the Legislature of lowa. 
43, nays 127. || 
So the motion to lay the motion to print on the 
table was rejected. 


EVENING SESSION. 
The House met after recess; and the general 


reply to Mr. Cuapman, on striking out the item 
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|| Some debate followed, in which Messrs. CHAP- | 





| appropriation bill being still under consideration, | 
Mr. LEADBETTER concluded his remarks in 
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print, 


Before further action was taken, the Speaker | 


announced the expiration of the morning hour. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, on leave, offered a res- 
olution fixing the hour of meeting at ten o’clock, 


and providing that the House take a recess from | 


three to half past four o’clock. 

Some amendments being offered, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous 
question; which was seconded. 

The main question was ordered. 

And the resolution was adopted, (and takes | 
effect as to the recess this day.) 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. | 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 





from the Secretary of War, transmitting reports | 
of the Commissary General of the Army and the | 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, together with | 


document No. 78 of the House of Representa- || 
tives, second session of the Twenty-Fifth Con- || 


gress, containing the information called for by a | 
resolution of the House of Representatives of the 
28th ultimo. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in answer | 
to a resolution of the House of Representatives | 
of the 2Iist January last, calling for information | 
as to the number of Cherokee Indians now resid- | 
ing in North Carolina, &c. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
ting the information required by a resolution of | 
the House of Representatives of the 14th ultimo, | 


in relation to the improvement of Little Egg har- || 


bor. | 
Mr. ADAMS, on leave, presented certain joint | 


resolutions from the Legislature of Massachusetts, || 


on the subject of the salt duty; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHMAN, on leave, from the Commit- | 
tee on Commerce, reported a bill to compensate | 
certain officers of the customs for the year 1839; 
which was read twice and committed. 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House resumed the consideration of this 
bill, which had been reported from the C mmittee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, the ques- 
tion being on concurring in certain amendments 
made thereto in committee, and which had been | 
reserved for special question. 

The first amendment was that proposed by | 
Mr. Apams, and passed in committee, that the 


aggregate amount of all the items of appropriation 1 
in the bill be set forth in the first clause thereof. 


Some debate followed, in which Messrs. CAM- 


BRELENG, ADAMS, and BELL participated. | 


| and nays—yeas 113, nays 47. 


|; blood. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved the previous 


question. 
Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, asked him to 


| withdraw the motion, reminding him of a pledge 


given by him on a former day that he would not 


| make this motion till Mr.G. should have had an 
opportunity of renewing in the House certain 


amendments moved by him in committee. 
Mr. CAMBRELENG denied that he was under 


wy such pledge. 
1 


r. GARLAND, of Louisiana, replied with 
great warmth, and in somewhat intemperate 
terms, which, however, were indistinetly heard 
by the reporter amidst the cries of ‘* Order!’’ 


_** Order!’’ and the general confusion of the House. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
a call of the House; which motion prevailing, the 
House was called. One hundred and twenty-nine 


| members having answered to their names, the 


absentees were called, when one hundred and fifty 
seven members were found to be present. 

The call was then suspended. 

The previous question was seconded by yeas 

It was then put, 
and carried. F 

Mr. CONNOR demanded the yeas and nays; 
but the House refused to order them. 

The bill was then read the third time by its 
title, and passed. 

Mr. GARLAND apologized to the House for 
the intemperate expressions he had used towards 
Mr. CamMBRELENG, Stating that the latter had 
come to his seat and stated that he had forgotten 
having given the pledge, though afterwards con- 
vinced it had been given, as stated by Mr. G. 

{Cries of ** Well done!” ** Handsome!’’} 


MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 


A message was now received from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, on the subject of our 
difficulties in Maine, accompanied by a memo- 


|, randam signed by Mr. Forsyth and Mr, Fox, 


proposing a conciliatory course to be pursued 
by New Brunswick and Maine. 

Mr. EVANS addressed the House in a course 
of remarks expressive of his fears that this pro- 


| posal had come too late to prevent the effusion of 
He moved that the message and accom- || 


panying documents be referred to the Committee 


,on Foreign Affairs. 


Two other messages were received and re- 


| ferred. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Navy appropriation bill having come back 
from the Senate with some amendments, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved its reference to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


When, the question being taken, the amend- Union; which was agreed to. 


ment was non-concurred in. if 
urpose of making some || 
general remarks, moved to strike out the enacting || 


Mr. BELL, for the 


clause of the bill. 


Mr. B. then addressed the House on the actual | 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 
On motion of Mr. C., the House then went 
into the Committee of the Whole, (Mr. Incuam 
in the chair,) and took up the bill to prevent and 


condition and resources of the country at the || su press Indian hostilities. 


present time, and the inertness and want of en- |! 
ergy in the heads of the General Government, as || 
illustrated by the state of our different frontiers. | 

Mr. BRONSON defended the Administration, || 


and especially with reference to its measures on | 
the Canadian frontier. 


Mr. BELL then withdrew his motion. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to insert after 
the appropriating clause the words “amounting 
to $1,804,774; which was agreed to. 

After the adoption of some other slight amend- 
ments, 

Mr. EVERETT moved an item of $5,000 to 
cover the expenses of a treaty with the Seminole 


The question recurred on concurring in the || Indians, should the President see fit to enter into 


second amendment made in committee, and re- || one. 
served for special question, which was to reduce 


the item for the contingent expenses of the pay 


He supported the amendment in a speech 


in which he adverted to the large sums which had 


been expended in the vain effort to expel these 
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February 27, 
| Indians from Florida, and stated the probability 
from information he had received, that if negotia’ 
tions were entered into, the remnant now thera 
| would be content to retire within an ascertained 
' line, &e. . 
The amendment gave rise to an extended do. 
bate, in which Messrs. EVERETT, Down. 
|\ING, FILLMORE, ROBERTSON, CRApR 
MONTGOMERY, MERCER, and PUTNAM 
took part; which resulted in the adoption of the 
amendment. e 
Mr. BELL moved to insert an amendment ap- 
| propriating $50,000 to pay for horses which had 





. . | been taken into Florida by volunteers, and do. 
of $16,000 for certain arrearages in the pay of the || |i ca there by order of United States Sean 
Sy 


Mr. CHAPMAN replied; when the amend- || and then turned over, by the owners, to the Uni. 


|| ted States. 
ment was concurred in, and the amendment || “ States 


. . | stricken out, 
And the question recurring on the motion to | eusoiee 


On this amendmenta long and desultory debate 
took place, in which Messrs. BELL, PETRI. 
| KIN, EWING, WILLIAMS of North Carolina 

ROBERTSON, ELMORE, GRENNELL, and 
CHAPMAN participated. 

| Mr. ROBERTSON made the point of order, 
that the law having expired which authorized 
these expenditures, the amendment, under the 
rule of the House, was out of order. 

Mr. McKAY inquired whether a bill had not 
been reported from the Committee of Claims cov- 
ering these cases? 

A reply having been given in the negative, 

The point of order was debated by Mr. TUR- 
NEY, who contended that even though the law 
of 1837 had expired, yet there was ageneral law 
under which the amendment wis in order. And 
Mr. T. went into an examination of the amend- 
ment, and urged its adoption. 

The amendment was debated further by Mr. 
McKAY. 

Mr. BELL modified his amendment so as to 
conform to the words of the law. 

Mr. ROBERTSON called the attention of the 
Chair to the point of order. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 
be in order. 

Theamendment wasfurther debated by Messrs. 
HARRISON and RUSSELL. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, asked that this 
bill be laid aside, in order that some of the many 

other bills before the House might be taken up. 
He alluded to the great loss of time in debate, 
| and to the excellent practice in the British House 
| of Commons of coughing members down on cer- 
| tain occasions—a rule which he thought might 
be most properly applied here. He was will- 
ing, however, that the pending question should 
| be taken. 
Mr. ELMORE moved to amend the amend- 
| ment so as to include horses that have died in 
| consequence of the failure of the Government to 
| furnish proper support and forage, or from in- 
| juries sustained while in the service, where they 
| have died after their owners were discharged from 
service. 

Some further remarks were ntade by Messrs. 
BELL, RUSSELL, and ELMORE. 

The amendment to the amendment was re- 
| jected—ayes 32, noes 91. 
| Mr. GRANTLAND moved an amendment 
| appropriating $85,000 to refund to the State of 
| Georgia money expended for pay and subsist- 
ence of troops called into service to repel an in- 
vasion of Indians near Okefenoke swamp. 

A document from the War Department was 
read in relation to this subject. 

The amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then laid aside. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. GRANT moved that the committee take 
up the bill to provide for certain harbors, and for 
the removal of obstructions in and at the mouths 

| of certain rivers, and for other purposes, for the 
| year 1839; which motion was rejected—ayes 57, 
noes 74. 


PAY OF PENSION AGENTS. 


Mr. MORGAN moved to take up the bill to 
authorize the Secretary of War to allow com- 
pensation to pension agents; which motion was 
rejected. 

POST OFFICE BUILDING. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, the committee 
took up the bill providing for the erection of a 


| 





1889 


fire-proc 
omer D 
A lett 
the nece 
Mr. 17 
to enter 
it he wa 
that he 
building 
of whic 
Maryla 
Ohio ¢ 
State; } 
United 
certain 
ton cou 
upon th 
into th 
the mal 
That g 
in larg 
county 
to the | 
had be 
men n¢ 
from 
his mi 
less th 
but the 
a publ. 
Presid 
being | 
the Pe 
But he 
impert 
He de 
propo 
States 
inforn 
lected. 
a due 
Mr. 
presst 
ment, 
Mr 
amen: 
all aft 
a pro 
the e: 
same 
&e., 
can 
Af 
TAL 
M 
thei 
struc 
M 
disct 
bill : 
brea 
any 
the 
shot 
wan 
hou 
part 
be | 
libe 








1839. 


fre-proof building for the use of the General Post 
Office Department. 


A letter from the Postmaster General, showing 
the necessity of this building, having been read, 

Mr. THOMAS said that this was not a time 
to enterinto a debate, and if the occasion justified 
it he was not disposed to do so. He would sa 
that he was satisfied in his own mind that this 
building ought to be of marble, large quantities 
of which were to be found in Washington county, 
Maryland, near the line of the Chesapeake and 
Ohio canal; in Baltimore county, in the same 


United States. He had taken some pains to as- 
certain the character of the marble in Washing- 
ton county. Several years ago he had prevailed 


upon the Committee on Public Buildings to send | 
a statuary who had worked in | 


into that sonety | 
the marbles of Italy, t6 examine these quarries. 
That gentleman stated, on his return, that marble 
in large quantities could be had in Washington 
county, equal, and some of it superior in qualit 
to the most celebrated marble of Italy. Mr. T. 
had been called upon by a committee of the work- 
men now engaged on the Treasury building, and 


from them he had received information leading | 


his mind to the conclusion that marble would cost 


less than split granite, and no one would deny | 


but that it would be more beautiful to the eye, in 


Presidential Mansion and this Capitol. 
being the case, he desired to see the building for 
the Post office department constructed of marble. 
But he did not propose, in this bill, to make it 


imperative on the architect to use that material. | 


He desired to avoid debate, and, with that view, 
proposed to trust the President of the United 
States in this matter. He could profit by the 
information which had been and could be col- 
lected, and would select the best material, having 
adue regard to economy. 

Mr. LINCOLN, as one of the committce, ex- 
pressed himself entirely content with the amend- 
ment, 


Mr. TALIAFERRO moved to amend the 


amendment by striking out, in the second section, | 


all after the words ‘* Be it enacted,’’ and inserting 
a provision that the principal material of which 
the exterior walls shall be constructed shall be the 
same as that of the President’s House, Capitol, 
&c., unless a cheaper and more suitable material 
can be procured. 

After a few words from Mr. McKAY, Mr. 
TALIAFERRO withdrew his proposition. 

Mr. LINCOLN stated some facts in relation to 
the injury done by absorption in buildings con- 
structed of freestone. 

Mr. WISE was opposed to leaving so wide a 
discretion in the President, and desired that the 
bill should state specifically the material, length, 
breadth, cost, &c. He was in favor of spending 
any mount of money on the Capitol, for that was 
the people’s house. But the public buildings 
should be merely fire-proof and capacious; he 
wanted no marble palaces, such as the custom 
house at New York, to which Mr. W. referred 


particularly. He desired that the subject should | 


be postponed until next session, when more de- 
liberate action might be had. 

Mr. W. here took occasion to inquire from the 
members of the Committee on the Post Office what 
records had been lost and what destroyed at the 


burning of the Post Office, &c., for he understood | 
that the Postmaster General could not or would || 
not furnish those who were sued by the Govern- | 


ment with a statement of their accounts. 

Mr. CONNOR referred Mr. Wise to the report 
made by the committee, in their investigation at 
the time into the circumstances of the fire, and 
which report contained an account of the books 
saved. 

Mr. WISE expressed his gratification that it 

was so. All he wished as to the public buildings 
was, that they should be solid, substantial, and 
of Republican simplicity. 
_ Mr. LINCOLN u the necessity of proceed - 
ing immediately with the building, and alluded 
to the constant exposure to which all the records 
of the ppertaent were hourly exposed. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO made a few remarks ad- 
dressed to the advantage of freestone over granite 
on the score of economy. 

Mr. WISE asked the gentleman from New 
York [Mr. Pratt] if there was not reason to be- 








| the disbursing agents 6f the Government in erect- | 


| ing public buildings here? 

r. PRATT said something in reply; but not 
| a word reached the ear of the reporter. 

Mr. WISE rejoined, that frauds were going on 


stead of seven oreight hundred, in buildings now 
|erecting. He was determined, for his own part, 
/he would not appropriate another dollar until 


|| tnese frauds were examined into. Before he voted 


State; in Pennsylvania, and in other parts of the || money for this building, he must know the di- | 


| 


| 





|} mensions, cost, &c., of the building. 

Mr. PRATT said, as one of the Committee on | 
Public Buildings, he had given the subject mature | 
He had acted in the same manner | 


consideration. 
/as if he were acting for himself. 


He had con- 


| sidered the interests of the Government with the | 


| same reference to economy as if the expenditure 
was to be made out of his own private pocket. It 
was apparent to all that we needed a post office 
building, as well to secure the public archives of 
the country from the dangers of fire, as to sub- 
serve the comfort of the Department, and to se- 
cure the publicinterest. The Government isnow 


thousand dollars as rent. 


He considered it be- 


|| neath the dignity of the American people to be 
a public building, than the sandstone used in the | 


This | 


driven to the necessity of renting brick, and even 
combustible, buildings to carry on the operations 
of the Government, and leave its valuable records 
to the danger of fire. Prudence, if we have no 
| feeling of pride upon the subject, dictated a dif- 

ferent course. But the only difference of opinion 
| seemed to be as to the material of which the build- 
|ing should be constructed. He hoped, for the 


|| honor of his country, no more sandstone would 


| 
| and from information furnished, the building 
| could be built of more durable material, say mar- 
| ble or granite, at much less cost than this sand- 
| stone, which is of such a nature that, without it 
| be saturated with paint, at an enormous expense, 
every two or three years, it would crumble into 
dust. We already see some parts of the Capitol 
very much impaired by the action of the weather. 
| But the greatest objection is that this sandstone 
absorbs so much water that the buildings cannot 
| be kept in a fit condition to preserve the public 
| records. Therefore, having a view to public econ- 
omy,and the durability of this building, I do 
hope that marble or granite will be adopted. He 
hoped the appropriation would be made imme- 
diately, as we have brought many mechanics here, 


| be built by theGovernment. From his experience, 


keep thememployed. Some gentleman had called 
| foranestimate. He would furnish the one handed 
to the committee by the architect: 

2,500 perches of foundation stone, (laid,) at $4... $10.000 





4;850,000 bricks, (laid in walls and arches,) at $20.. 97,000 

9,000 tons of granite, at 85....... ce cece es wenn ces 45,000 

| Working the same, say 80,000 fvet, at 30 cents... 24,000 

Setting CULSONE. « oocese coves sevccecs cocccccee - 9,090 

| Flagging corridors, &c., with ston€........sse00 5,000 

| Extra work on portico and steps.........eeeeeers 8,000 

| Cut-stone work inside...... ..cccsesscocssececces 10,000 
Carpenter’s work, roof, centering, windows, and 

GOOTH «occ erccnc eves veccceccveccocces cas seoceee 15,000 

Blacksmiith’s Work... ....-.seeees < segue esse Coss + 4,000 

| Plumber’s work, coppering roof, &c.....6-seeees 9,000 

Painters and glaziers, and glass......sseeseeesees 4,000 

| PUMNOCCOND” WORK es ccd cccvet ce cecccg ces cisecese 10,000 

| Finishing to sub basement or cellars............. 2,500 

| Building privies, inclosing lot, &c.........006s 6,000 

Contingencies, superintendence, &c........+++ 21,000 

pr SAARC au pate y beseses shagpkener agin $280,000 





The debate was further continued (about the 
material for the new Post Office) by Messrs. 
BANKS, MERCER, and PRATT, when the 
amendment was agreed tc. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a further amendment, 
| limiting the whole expenditure for the Post Office 
| building to $150,000. 





| Mr. NAYLOR opposed this amendment as 
precipitate. 

Mr. PETRIKIN inquired what was the esti- 
mate for the whole expense ? 

Mr. LINCOLN explained, and concluded b 
stating that the probable cost would not exceed, 
in all, $250,000. ' 

Mr. PETRIKIN thereupon modified his amend- 
ment, so as to fix that sum as a maximum. 

After a remonstrance by Messrs. CAMBRE- 


| 


at the rate of seven or eight thousand dollars, in- | 


| 
| 
| 


paying for the building in use more than four | 





| 


and thought it the duty of the Government to || 
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lieve that there were at present, or had been | 
|| very recently, the grossest frauds practiced by | 


| 
| 
| 


ba 


The question was taken; and the amendment 
rejected. 


After further conversation between Messrs. 
WISE and PRATT, 


| Mr. RENCHER moved an amendment pro- 
viding that no, more than one architect should be 


_ employed. 


The count being made on its adoption, the com- 
mittee was found to be without a quorum. 

After various motions, the committee rose, and 
reported that fact to the House. 

A call of the House was moved, and negatived 
—yeas 53, nays 80; when, 

A quorum being present, Mr. Incuam resumed 
the chair of the Committee of the Whole, 


And the amendment of Mr. Rexcuer was 
adopted. 


FRONTIER MILITARY WORKS. 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, the committee took 
up a bill for the erection of military works on our 
northeastern frontier, (it appropriates to that ob- 
ject $100,000.) 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired what 
was meant by the phrase * military works’’ in the 
bill ? 

Mr. McKAY, chairman of the Committee on 


| Military Affairs, explained the grounds of the 


bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON then went at length into a 
speech in favor of the erection of a United States 
armory for the founding of cannon, in which he 


| dwelt with great earnestness on the unprovided 
| state of our fortifications, and urged the necessity 
| of measures to arm them, as well on the sea-board 


as on our inland frontiers. He quoted the report 


| of the Ordnance Bureau, from which it appeared 
| that one thousand one hundred and seventy-eight 
| guns were needed to man new forts already erect- 
| ed, two thousand five hundred and seventy-eight 
| for works in process of construction, seven hun- 


‘dred and eighty-two for forts now rebuilding, 
| three thousand six hundred and six for other 
works, projected but not yet commenced; making 


| in all thirteen thousand three hundred and twenty 
| pieces of ordnance, exclusive of what were needed 
| for the Navy. 


He then stated the guns now on hand, which 


| were one thousand heavy cannon and mortars, 


/not much more than half of which were fit for 


use; nine hundred and thirty-five in forts, one 
thousand two hundred and nineteen in depot, one 
hundred and fifty under contract to be cast; mak- 
ing in all two thousand three hundred and four; 


| thus leaving a deficit of eleven thousand and sev- 





enteen pieces, aside from the Navy and field trains. 
He stated the condition of the guns now mount- 


| ed in our forts, the want of new mortars similar 
| to those used by the French in the late siege and 


| demolition of the castle of St. Juan d’Ulloa, in 
| Mexico, and the introduction of similar mortars 
| into the British service. He then quoted the rec- 
| ommendations of an armory by various Presi- 
| dents, and urged the measure with much zeal. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved for the rising of 
the committee; which motion prevailing, the com- 
mittee thereupon rose, and reported the bills which 
had been acted upon to the House; which, at about 
_ half past eleven, thereupon-adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespayr, February 28, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore submitted a 
communication from the Secretary of War, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 
12th instant, in relation to the mode of furnish- 
ing supplies for the Indian Department; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
| Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting a communication from the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, relative to the 
_ number and description of persons employed as 
| agents by the Indian Office; which was laid on 
| the table and ordered to be printed. : 

Also, a communication from the Treasury De- 
| partment, in answer to a resolution of the Senate 
| of the 2ist instant; which was laid on the table 
| and ordered to be printed. 
| Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
| the Treasury, in relation to the operations of the 
branch mints; which was laid on the table and 





LENG, and JOHNSON of Maryland, against | ordered to be printed. 


further delay, 


| Also, a communication from the Secretary of 
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the Treasury, transmitting a letter from the regis- l| uo obligation imposed on that Government to sustain her | 


i} 


ter and receiver at St. Stephens, Alabama; which 
was laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, presented 
the joint resolutions of the Legislature of Missis- 
sippi, on the subject of certain mail routes; which 


were laid on the table and ordered to be printed. |, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, to which had been referred the | 
documents PANG to the claim of Henry Funk- | 
houser, and the memorial of the Stockbridge In- 
dians, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revo- 


_ the erection of public buildings, reported the same | 


lutionary Claims, to which was referred the me- || 


morial of Job Whipple, and the petition of the | 
heirs of Thomas West, severally asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof; 
which was agreed to. 
Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on | 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of | 
Gibert B. Stalker and N. B. Hill, asked to be 
discharged from the further consideration there- 


of; which was agreed to. | December next, or as soon thereafter as may be, what meas- | 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred various memo- 
rials from officers of the line of the Army, praying | 


made a report thereon, that the request of the pe- 


| conditionally ratified by the late President of the United | 


titioners was reasonable and ought to be granted, | 


but that the present was not a favorable time to 
qepomepiioh the object; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of a) 
number of half-breeds of the Sac and Fox Indians, 
asked to be discharged from the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. S., from the same committee, to which was 
referred an act for the relief of the Brotherton 
Indians, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, to which was referred the Pres- 
ident’s message, and accon:panying documents, 
in relation to the existing difficulties on the north- 
eastern frontier, made a report thereon; which was 
read, as follows: 

The Committee on Forcign Relations, to which was re- | 
ferred the messages of the President of the United States | 
of the 26th and the 27th instant, and the accompanying doc- 
uments, in relation to the existing difficulties on the north- 
eastern frontier of the United States, report the following | 
resolutions, and recommend their adoption hy the Senate: | 

Resolved, That the Senate can discover no trace, through- | 
out the long correspondence which has been submitted to | 


| assents, together with the evidence filed thereon. Also, 


| aud his decision thereon, as to the legality of said contract 


| destination west of the Mississippi, as appears from the 


| parties. 


them, between th Governments of Great Britain and the || 


United States, of any understanding, express or implied, 
much less of any “ explicit agreement,” such as is now 
alleged, that the territory in dispute between them on the 
northeastern boundary of the latter, shall be placed and 
remain under the exclusive jurisdiction of her Britannic 
Majesty’s Government until the settlement of the question ; 
on the contrary, it appears that there was, and is, a clear 
subsisting understanding between the parties, under which 
they have both acted, that, until this question shalt be 
finally determined, each of them shall retrain from the ex- 
ercise Of jurisdiction over any portion of the disputed terri- 
tory, except such parts of it as may have been in the actual 
possession of the one or the other party. 

Resolved, ‘nat whilst the United States are bound, in | 
good faith, to comply with this understanding, during the | 
pendency of negotiations, the Senate cannot perceive that 
the State of Maine has violated the spirit of it by merely | 
sending, under the authority of the Legislature, her land 
agent, with a sufficient foree, into the disputed territory, for 
the sole puvpose of expelling lawless trespassers engaged 
in impairing its value by cutting down the timber; both 
parties having a common right, and being bound by a com- 
mou duty, to expel such intruders from a territory to which 
each claims title, taking care, however, to retire within 
their acknowledged limits when this single object has been 
accomplished. 

Resotred, That should her Britannic Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, in violation of the clear understanding between the 
parties, persist in carrying its avowed detcrmination inte 
execution, and attempt, by military foree, to assume exelu- 


sive jurisdiction over the disputed territory, all of which, || ments, the bill was reported to the Senate. and 
‘nis, the ’ 


they firmly believe, rightfully belongs to the State of Maine, | 
the exigency, in the opinion of the Senate, will then have | 
occurred, rendering it the imperative duty of the President, | 
under the Constitution and the laws, to call forth the mili- | 
tia, and employ the military force of the United States, for 
the purpose of repelling such an invasion. And in this 
event, the Senate will cordially cooperate with and sustain 
the President in defending the rights of the country. 
Resolved, That should the British authorities refrain f.om 
attempting a military occupation of the territory in dispute, 
and from enforcing their claim to exelusive jurisdiction 
over it by arms, that then, in the opinion of the Senate, the 





_ was not only perfectly legal, but a judicious pro- 


the amendment was rejected—yeas 17, nays 18. 


| bins, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Swift, Tallmadge, Web- 
| ster, White, and Williams of Maine—19. 


Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, 


} 


' out amendment. 


: : : | ularly what further action has been had, or may before that | 
equalization of pay with the officers of the staff, | ’ ; —r . 


| contract to the examination of a commissioner or commis- 


| the original reservees, and that he furnish a list of the re- 
| servees whose lands are included in the Watson contracts, 
| and whe are marked on the register of the certifying agents 
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by military aid. 

The report was ordered to be printed, and made | 
the special order for to-morrow. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Li- | 
brary, reported a joint resolution for the distribu- | 
tion of the Madison papers; which was read, and | 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands, to which was referred an act granting | 
to the Territory of Lowa a quantity of land for | 


without amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to | 
which was referred the joint resolution for the | 
relief of Edward Beatty, reported the same with- 


RESOLUTIONS. | 

Mr. WEBSTER submitted a resolution for the | 
distribution of certain books; which was ordered | 
to lie on the table and be printed. 
Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, submitted the fol- | 
lowing resolution; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be instructed to re- | 
port to the Senate, at the commencement of the session in 


ures have been taken since the last reportof Messrs. Craw- 
ford and Balch, in settling the claims of the purchasers of 
reservations growing out of the treaty of 1832, and partic- 


time yet be had, on the contract of J. C. Watson & Co.,as 


States, and upon the assents of the individual reservees to 
that contract, purporting to have been taken by Captain | 
John Page, what charges have been made impeaching those 


i 
‘ 
| 


copies of all correspondence on the subject of referring said 


sioners, with the instructions given to said commissioner, 


under the treaty, and the validity of the as-ents so taken, 
particnlarly whether any assents purporting to be signed by 


as being dead; and also a list of these Lndians entitled to 
reservations who died or were killed in the Florida war, 
and of these who died on the route from Alabama to their | 


report of the officers in charge of the different emigrating | 


Resolved, further, That the Secretary of War be in- 
structed to issue no patent in confirmation of the Watson | 
contract, nor to make Any flual decision adverse to private 
claimants, and in favor of said contract, until the report | 
required in the preceding resolution sball be submitted to | 
the examination of the Senate. 


TREASURY NOTES. 


The bill to revive and continue in force the act 
providing for the issue of Treasury notes, came | 
up on its third reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to make an inquiry of | 
Mr. Waicut, whether there was any intention | 
of selling the remaining bond due by the Bank 
of the United States; and gave it, unhesitatingly, | 
as his opinion that the sale of the second bond | 


ceeding. He thought, moreover, that the man- 

ner in which the funds had been dispersed had a | 

considerable agency in the resumption of specie | 

payments, | 
he bill was passed without a division. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the Senate took | 
up the bill making appropriations for the support | 
of the Army for the year 1539. 

After some amendments had been made, 

Mr. WEBSTER offered an amendment appro- 
priating the sum of $272,000 in payment for the 
services of the Massachusetts militia during the 
last war with Great Britain. 

After a short discussion, in which Messrs. 


WRIGHT, WEBSTER, and DAVIS took part, 





After the adoption of several other amend- 


Mr. DAVIS renewed the motion of Mr. Wes- 
STER, and it was decided in the affirmative—yeas 
19, nays 16; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Fos- 
ter, Knight, Linn, Merrick, Norvell, Prentiss, Preston, Rob- 


NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhonn, 


Nicholas, Niles, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Williams of | 


State of Maine ought, ou her part, to pursue a course of || Mississippi, Wright, and Young—16. 


similar forbearance. And should she refuse to do so, and 
determine to settle the controversy for herself by force, the 
adjusument of which is intrusted, under the i 


| 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
The amendments were then ordered to be en- 


tw the Federal Government, in such an event there will be || grossed. 








February 28, 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre 
sentatives were read the third time and passed. 

Resolution for the relief of the heirs of : 
Frederick M. Bel!, deceased; 

Resolution for the relief of the heirs of Charlcs 
Brown, deceased. 

An act for the relief of Archibald S. Hunter. 

An act for the relief of the Louisville Sayi,. 
Institution; 

An act for the relief of the Springfield Manu. 
facturing Company; 

An act authorizing a grant of bounty land to 
the heirs of Bennet Shurley; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Charles S. Walsh; 

An act for the reliefof John H. Pease; 

An act for the relief of Frederick Frey & Co,. 

An act to authorize the issuing of a register to 
Anthony C. Meneghetty, for the sloop Sarah; 

An act for the felief of John Randolph Clay; 

An act for the relief of John Whitsitt; 

An act for the relief of Robert Murray; 

An act for the relief of Jonathan Boone; 

Resolution for the relief of Abraham Wright; 

An act for the relief of James Madison; 

An act for the relief of Samuel Dickerson; 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel H. Hooe; 

An act for the relief of John Wiley and Jeffer. 
son Greer; 

An act for the relief of Messrs. Smith and 
Towne; 

An act for the relief of Levi Chadwick; 

An act for the relief of Daniel Malone; 

An act for the relief of Tilford Taylor; 

An act for the relief of William W. Stevenson 
and Joseph Henderson; 

An act for the relief of John Davlin; 

An act for the relief of Hiner Stigermire; 

An act for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Nathan Sage; 

An act for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell; 

An act for the relief of William Colt and Wil- 
liam Donaldson; 

An act for the relief of John E. Alexander; 

An act for the relief of Thomas McClelland 
and James Smith; 

An act for the relief of Jesse E. Dow; 

An act for the relief of certain heirs and legal 
representatives of James Wilson; and 

An act for the relief of Thomas T. Triplett. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


Captain 


AVINGS 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuourspar, February 28, 1839. 


The first business in order was the motion to 
print the report and documents brought in by the 
select committee appointed to inquire into the 
character, &c., of Virginia bounty warrants. 

The pending question was on the motion to 

rint, 

Mr. BRIGGS, with a view of saving time, re- 
quested the gentleman who objected to the print- 
ing of the report, to allow it to be printed, with 
the replicatory papers, viz: a report of the Vir- 
ginia Pie and of the marshal of the State. 

Mr. MALLORY said lhe would make no bar- 

ain. 

Mr. BRIGGS then gave a brief account of the 
proceedings of the committee, and their labors, 
and moved the printing of five thousand extra 
copies. 

Mr. MALLORY opposed the printing, and 
made some complaints of the course of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. WISE called for the reading of the report, 
which was ordered; and its reading, without being 
concluded, occupied the whole of the remaiming 
part of the morning hour. 

Mr. THOMAS, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instructed 
to settle and certify the accounts of the members cf the 
committee appointed to investigate the defalcation of Sam- 
uel Swartwout and others, on the same principles as those 
of the committee which investigated the affairs of the late 
Bank of the United States. \ 

The resclution was read, and agreed to without 
a division. 

Mr. 8. W. MORRIS had risen in the mean 
while and addressed the Chair; but was not 
heard. Mr. M. then requested some gentleman 
to move for a reconsideration, as an act of justice 
to the Committee on Accounts. 
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Mr. DE GRAFF accordingly made that mo- 





tiott;. JOHNSON, of Virginia, said the commit- 
tee had investigated this matter, and had come to 
the conclusion that these allowances ought not 
tobe made. He hoped the question would at 
jeast be postponed till to-morrow, as the resolu- 
tion had taken him by surprise; for Mr. J. was 
satisfied he could convince the House they ought 
not to pass it. 

The House refused to reconsider—ayes 56, 

oes 67. 

” The House then proceeded to the orders of the 
day. 

: NORTHERN FRONTIER. 

The bill making an appropriation for the pro- 
tection of the northern frontier coming up on its 
third reading, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to strike out the 
words “for volunteers,’’ as the act authorizing 
the employment of that force by the President 
had expired. 

Mr. FILLMORE suggested whether that de- 
scription of force might not become indispensa- 
ble, and the President might be authorized, by 
the retention of those words, to call them out. 

Mr. McKAY desired the adoption of the 
amendment for that reason. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, however, withdrew the 
amendment, and the bill was passed. 


* FLORIDA WAR. 


The bill making appropriations for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities for 1839 then 
came up on its third reading. 

Mr. BELL renewed the following amendment, 
moved by him in committee: 

For paying the value of the horses and equipage of the 
Tennessee and other volunteers who have atany time been 
in the service of the United States, in the Territory of Flor- 
ida, and which were turned over tothe Government by the 
order of the commanding general, or other commanding 
olhcer, said value to be ascertained by the appraisement 
of a value when the volunteers entered the service, 

Js, 

. Aud the provisions of acts approved and in force at va- 
rious periods since 1813, authorizing payment for horses 
lost in the service of the United States by rangers, militia, 
and volunteers, are hereby revived and extended for two 
years, from and after the passage of this act, and, under 
the action of the Third Auditor shall be deemed to embrace 
all cases not already satisfied, of horses lost to their owners 
in service as aforesaid, in battle or otherwise, where due 
care and diligence be rendered manifest on the part of the 
owner; and whether, if the death or loss of rangers’ horses 
shall have occurred for want of forage, and at places when 
acting in obedience to the orders of commanding officers, 
forage could not have been procured by proper diligence on 
the part of the owner. 


Mr. RUSSELL renewed his amendment to the 
amendment of Mr. Bex, by adding thereto the 
following: 


“No payment, however, shall be made for horses or other 
property lost or destroyed, when the loss or destruction 
shall have been occasioned by the fault or neglect of the 
owner, or when, by the terms of the contract, the risk was 
upon the owner of the property. And the valuation, when 
horses have been turned over to the Government, shall be 
made at the time they were turned over. 


_Mr. TURNEY warmly opposed the 
tion of Mr. R. and supported the origina 
ment. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
THOMPSON and DOWNING, 

Mr. BELL accepted the first branch of the 
amendment as a modification; but the second, 
he said, would have the effect of defeating the 
whole.’ 

After a few further remarks from Mr. CHAM- 
BERS, the last branch of Mr. Russe.’s amend- 
ment was rejected. 

Mr. GRENNELL opposed the amendment of 
Mr. Bext, and entreated the House to put it off 
till next session, and not, thus in the dark, vote 
80 large a draft upon the Treasury without having 
the facts or any investigation. 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays, 
but they were refused, and the amendment was 
agreed toayes 81, noes 61. 

Mr. GRANTLAND renewed the amendment 
submitted by him in Committee of the Whole 
last night: 


_For refunding to the State of Georgia, for pay and sub- 
sistence of the called into service by that State to 
drive the Indians from the Okefenoke swamp, $85,223. 


After a few remarks in opposition to it by Mr. 
MASON, of Ohio, er " 


_ Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the previous ques- 
ion on the bill. 


pestans 
amend- 


Mr. OWENS begged the gentleman to with- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

















draw it. 
Mr. PETRIKIN refused. 


The previous question was then put and car- 
ried. 


The bill was read the third time and passed. 
SUSPENSION OF JOINT RULE. 
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now in dispute, the greater part of it was, and indeed still 
remains, uninhabited by permanent settlers. Liere and 
there a small settlement could be found, consisting in some 


|| cases of a single house, and in others of more than one, 


Mr. CAMBRELENG asked leave to submit a | 


resolution to rescind the 16th joint rule of the 
two Houses, which provides that no bill can be 


sent from one branch to the other for concur- | 


rence, within the last three days of the session, 


be suspended, so far as regards the above two || 


bills. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moveda suspension of the rules, which 
was agreed to; and the resolution being before 
the House, 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, moved to in- 


clude the bill to provide for taking the sixth | 


census. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG accepted this as a mod- | 


ification. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to strike 
out all limitation. 

Mr. PICKENS protested against the adoption 
of this amendment; for those who had the phys- 
ical force would then pass what bills they pleased. 
Mr. SHIELDS demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 


MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 


Mr. HOWARD, on leave, from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill giving to the 


| President of the United States additional powers 


for the defense of the United States, in certain 


cases, against invasion, and for other purposes; | 
| which was read twice. 


The bill was accompanied by a report, which, 


upon the call of Mr. LEGARE, was read as fol- | 


lows: 


The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to which have been 
| referred two messages from the President of the United 


States, inclosing sundry papers relating to the disturbances 


| upon the Aroostook river, in the State of Maine, report: 


That they have examined the papers submitted to them 
by the House with great care, and will offersuch reflections 


upon them as the limited time for the preparation of this | 


report will adinit. The very near approach of the termina- 


| tion of the present Congress, and the desire of the commit- 
| tee that as much time as possible should be afforded to the | 
| House for the examination of the bill herewith reported, 
| are considerations of such a powerful nature that some in- 


cidental matters connected with the subject cannot be fully 
investigated. The main points, however, of the contro- 
versy, are not numerous, and upon thein the opinion of the 
committee is clear and decided. The position assumed by 
the President in his message is correct, and ought to be 
sustained, if necessary, by the legislative power of Con- 
gress. 


It is well known that aninformal arrangement or under- | 


standing has existed, for many years past, between the 
United States and Great Britain, relating to the territory in 
dispute between them, and having for its object the avoid- 
ance of clashing authorities, calculated to endanger the 
peace of the two nations. 
to give a detailed and historical statement of the origin and 
progress of this arrangement, the examination of which 
might perhaps elucidate the cause of the strange error into 
which the British Government is represented by its agents 
in this country to have fallen with respect to its provisions. 
Suffice it to say, that it never appears to have gone further, 
in its greatest extent, than to adopt the basis of the “ uti 
possidetis,” leaving each party to the continued exercise of 
the jurisdiction which it had previously maintained in prac- 
tice. The idea which is occasionally suggested in some of 
the British documents, that, prior to the peace of 1783, the 


| Government of Great Britain was in possession of the whole 


country, and, therefore, that this constructive possession 
must be considered as continuing until she is divested of it 
with her own consent, is one which the United States can 
never sanction, or even listen to, without strong repug- 
nance. 
hold their country by a grant from the British Crown, made 
in the treaty of 1783—a doctrine which was successfully 
resisted by the Ministers of the United States, even when 
it was advanced by reinote implication, prior to the signa- 
ture of that treaty, by their refusing to treat with the Brit- 
ish ministers until their credentials were changed. Ata 
subsequent period of our history, the same doctrine was 
advanced in argument, and at that period, also, was, as it 
must ever be, met with instant contradiction. The people 
of the United States hold their country by virtue of the 
declaration of the 4th July, 1776; and the treaty of 1783 did 
nothing more than arrange the boundary lines between the 
two nations, independent of each other in factand in right. 
So far, therefore, as the claim of Great Britain to the juris- 
diction over the unsettled parts of Maine is founded upon 
the twice exploded theory that she is the rightful sovereign 
of all that she has not granted away, it cannot be submitted 
to without sacrifices of honor, which the Amer‘can nation 


| never will make. 


When the discussion became active between the two 
Governments, as to their respective rights to the territory 


The committee have not time | 


It implies that the people of the United States | 


i 


} 
; 
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placed near each other tor the convenience of the inhabit- 
ants. The extent of the arrangement between the two 
Governments does not appear, as construed by the Amer- 
ican Government, to have gone further than the reecogni- 
tion of the jurisdiction of each over the people and lands 
then operated upon by it. [If these inhabitants had taken 
out the titles to their lands from either one Government or 
the other, and were in the habit of resorting to its judicial 
authority for the preservation of order then they were to 
continue so to do until the question OF ultimate ownersh! 
| should be finally decided in some mode satistactory to both 
Governments. The propriety of this arrangement will net 
be questioned by the committee. If it left to the British 
Government the jurisdiction over the inhabitants along tre 
intlitary road which leads from Halifax to Quebec, and 
thereby furnished it with a motive for procrastinating the 
controversy, inasmuch as it continued in the enjoyment of 
nearly all that rendered the country valuable us a British 
possession, italso furnished a strong proof of the desire of the 
American Government to deal fairly and liberally with its 
antagonist in the argument. Demonstrating in this conelu- 
sive manner that it was not influenced by a captious spirit 
of discontent, the Government of the United States derived 
from this state of the case a right to appeal to the British 
| Goverament to expedite the final adjustment of the contro- 
versy, and to claim, in the meantime, the full benefit on its 
part of an arrangement which, perhaps, gave to its adver 
sary more than an equal share of advantages. 

But the arrangement has been entirely misunderstood or 
misconstrued, if the Lieutenant Governor of New Bruns- 
wick be correct in his exposition of the orders under which 
he is acting. The United States never did, and never car, 
consent that the exclusive jurisdiction of the whole terri- 
tory in dispute shall be consigned to the care of any officer 
of the British Government. The pretension now advanced 
is as unreasonable in itself as it is unsustained by any agree- 
ment between the two Governments. Supposing that the 
parties to the controversy stand upon an equal footing as to 
their rights, (and there is none other in the case, except the 
inadmissible one formerly alluded to,) the United States 
have as much reason to expect that Great Britain will yield 
to them the exclusive jurisdiction of the whole of the con- 
tested territory, together with the care and custody of the 
timber and other public property, as she has to require 
| from us such an extravagant concession. On the part of 
the United States, it has never been claimed or asked, as 
far as the committee are informed; and the trae position 
of the President now is, that he resista the application of a 
principle, which no Executive of this country ever adopted 
as his guide. It has not been asked of Great Britain, nor 
can it be submitted to from her. What the United States 
ask from others, they are always willing to grant; nor ean 
they grant what it would be deemed unreasonable to ask. 

That portion of the territory in which the recent and 
present disturbances exist, has been, for a number of years 
past, subject to the laws of Maine; and, before the separa- 
tion of Maine from Massachusetts, was under the control 
of the latter. In December, 1807, Massachusetts conveyed 
one township, lying on both sides of the Aioostook, and 
near the meridian line from the source of the St. Croix, ac- 
cording to a selection, survey, and plan made under a re- 
solve passed in March, 1806. In January, 1808, she cor- 
| veyed ten thousand acres, lying west of the aforesaid town- 
ship, and on both sides of the Aroostook, pursuant to a 
survey and plan made under the same resolve. Leger coe 
diction has been continued, through the medium of land 
agents, ever since that time; and the settlers, who have 
been there for a number of years past,(certainly since 1822,) 
have always, in practice, held theie property under grants 
from Massachusetts and Maine. The part remaining un- 
settled has been applied to no other useful purpose than to 
use the timber, in which it is very productive ; and the State 
| of Massachusetts bas been in the practice of granting licen- 
ses toher people to cut timber from the public domain. The 
exercise of jurisdiction was as perfect as the nature of the 
country would permit. The mere fact of granting licensee 
to cut timber to certain individuals shows that the preser- 





'| vation of the timber was held to be an object of great con- 


sequence, and drew after it the incidental right of refusing 
to permit the timber to be cut down, whenever it was 
| thought wise to do so; or of taxing other measures for its 
preservation, by driving off trespassers, or punishing them 
by civil process. This right Maine derived from Massachu- 
setts. Every State government in the Union has a right to 
regulate the landed interest, whether pubiic or private, 
within its limits ; and Maine stands upon the same footing, 
unless as to such parts of it as are decided not to be under 
its jurisdiction by the exercise of the constitutional powers 
of the Federal Government. But, as has been already ob- 
served, no proceeding or agreement of the Federal Govern- 
ment can be found which did not recognize an actual juris- 
diction, just such as that now claimed and enforced by 
Maine. Whether the Legislature of that State ought or 
ought not, in courtesy to the Pederal Government, to have 
invoked its interposition befure driving off the trespassers 
with a strong hand, isa question which the committee deem 
it unnecessary to’ examine; because the pretensions ad- 
vanced by the Lieutenant Governor of New Branswick 
equally excinde the right of the United States and Maine to 
interfere. If the United States had been applied to, and 
the urgency of the case bad rendered a prompt and forcible 
interposition necessary to remove those lawless trespassers 
who were equally the enemies of both Governments, the 
saine opposition would have been made to such interfer- 
ence by the Lieutenant Governor of New Brunswick, and 
the same question arisen as in the t case. 
‘The conflicting claims of Great Britain and the United 
States are now presented in antagonistical position to each 
other, and the subordinate question as to the manuer in 
i 





| which they have thus been brought in direct opposition is 

not of sufficient importance to require a strict examination. 
| If it were, it might be argued that the conduct of the Lieu- 
tenant Governor of New Brunswick, in directing a boom 
to be placed across the mouth of the Aroostook river, for 
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the purpose of intereepting, seizing, and selling, the timber 
which lias been cut, is no sufficient satisfaction to the State 
of Maine, which may desire to preserve its own timber, || 
whilst it argues such remissness on the part of the British |! 
authorities over their own people as might well have in- || 
duced the State of Maine to enforce ber own laws. If the 
committee are rightin the view which they have taken of 

















the arrangement between the United States and Great Brit- 
ain, there is nothing iv itto impair, but, on the contrary, 
everything to ratify, the jurisdiction of Maine over that || 
part of ber territory where it had Jong been familiar; and || 
the interference ofthe Lieutenant Governor of New Bruns- 

wick is a violation of the existing understanding. In the | 
first proceeding ot Ma™e, the force sent to arrest or drive || 
off the numerous and armed bands of trespassers who || 
were depredating upon the public property, appears to have 
been in the nature of a civil process, m execution of the || 
law of the land. The power of a ministerial officer, (such | 
as a sheriff, for example,) to compel obedience to the Jaw, | 
and to summon to his aid a sufficient portion of the “* power | 
of the country”? to subdue opposition, is well known both 
to American and British jurisprudence, and is sanctioned 
by early laws in the history of England. The riotous and 
desperate character of the marauders upon the Aroostook 
is sufficiently manifested by the fact of their breaking open 
an arsenal upon the British territory, in order to supply 
themselves with an additional quantity of arms to enable 
them to resist and repel the party which was approaching, | 
under a civil officer, to require submission to the laws. 

The proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor of New | 
Brunswick was issued before any steps were taken by || 
Maine to sustain the civil by the military power, and was 
directed against the interference of the ministerial officer of 1] 
the law, acting in strict conformity with what are believed | 
to be fundamental principles of British as well as Ameri- 
can law. The first appeal to military force was made by 
him, and the subsequent proceedings of Maine are defens- 
ive merely. The pretension of the Lieutenant Governor 
of New Brunswick excludes the civil as well as the mili- 
tary power of Maine and the United States from interfering 
to preserve order in this seat of the ancient jurisdiction of 
Massachusetts ; and would compel the United States and 
Maine to rely upon the justice, the vigilance, or the gener- 
osity of the British authorities for the maintenance of good 
order and the enforcement of the laws, in a country where 
nothing but a naked claim can be said to exist upon the 
part of the British Government. It demands of Maine that 
she should divest herself of a jurisdiction practically estab- 
lished and ascertained, and transfer it to Great Britain. It 
demands of the United States that an arrangement, alleged 
to have been made between the two Governments, of the 
existence of which the United States are unconscious, 
should be summarily carried out, according to the construc- 
tion which one of the parties is said to have placed upon 
it, and without giving to the other party an opportunity to | 
contest such construction. It is difficult, in the opinion of | 
the commiitee, to believe that the Government of Great || 
Britain maintains such an interpretation of that arrange- | 
ment, and thus converts what was intended for the preser- 
vation of friendly teclings into a source of great and instant 
discord. But the assertion of the Lieutenant Governor of 
New Brunswick has been twice officially, deliberately, and 
publicly made, that he is acting under the instructions of 
his Government; a fact of which he and his Government 
can be the only judges. The execution of these orders is 
incompatible with the honor of the United States. The 
executive branch of the Government has expressed this 
opinion, and in this opinion the committee fully concur. 
The sudden execution of these orders may bring on a crisis 
for which as much preparation ought to be made as the 
short time remaining of the present session of Congress will 
permit; and the bill which is herewith submitted is intended 
to accomplish that purpose. 

The committee refer with much pleasure to the efforts 
which have been made by the British Minister at Wash- | 
ington, evidenced by the memorandum of a conference be- | 
tween him and the Secretary of State, to avert the events | 
which seem to be approaching. If the Lieutenant Governor | 
of New Brunswick shall desist from any attempt to take or | 
hold military possession of the whole of the disputed terri- | 
tory, it will be easy to restore things to their former condi- 
tion. If he shall determine to suspend further movements || 
until the decision of the British Government be Known, it | 
will be for that Government to say what shall be the polit- | 
ical relations between the United States and Great Britain ; 
whether the friendship which now so happily prevails be- 
tween the two nations, for the preservation of which the | 
essential interests of both loudly call, shall be suddenly and | 
rudely broken by assuming a principle as a ground of action | 
to which the United States cannot submit. 

The committee cannot but entertain the hope that no | 
precipitate counsels on the partof the Lieutenant Governor | 
of New Brunswick will deprive the Government of Great | 
Britain of an opportunity of explaining, before any more | 
serious difficulties shall have occurred, orders which he is | 
believed to have misunderstood. In this event, all imme- | 
diate difficulties will disappear. The insuperable objection | 
to the military occupation of the disputed territory by Great 
Britain requires, in common fairness, that no attempt of the | 
kind should be made by Maine or the United States. Hav- | 
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ing accomplished her intention of driving off or arrest'ng 
the trespassers upon the Aroostook, and thus enforcing her 
laws, Maine will, it is not to be doubted, be satisfied with 
this vindication of her sovereignty, and withdraw the mili- 
tary force which is now in arms to sustain the civil author- 
i'y and repel invasion. A cotemporaneous cessation of 
measures by Maine and New Brunswick will compromit | 
the honor of neither; and time will thus be afforded for the 
Itritish Government to select the position which it intends 
to occupy in the relations between it and the United States. 
If any motive were necessary to induce Maine to adopt a | 
course so manifestly proper, it would be found in the prompt 
response of the Executive of the United States to the appeal | 
made to it at the present crisis, and the jealous sensibility || 
which has becn manifested for the protection of her rights, || 
| 
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hy spreading over them the ample powers of the Fedcral 
Union. 


The committee ought, perhaps, here to close this report. 


i 


| should be sent to Engla 
| with the resident Minister there, in endeavoring to adjust 


_ Committee on Foreign Relations: || 


, actual invasion of the territory of the United States by any 


| of infantry, to be organized, in all respects, like the corre- 


| ical officers to be subject to the same laws and rules, and 


| the naval force of the United States. 


them, he hoped, at present, anything like a gen- | 


the whole on the state of the Union, and make it | 
| the special order for to-morrow at ten o’clock. || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 







But the anxiety which they feel that no measure should be 
left unemployed to preserve the peace between the United 
States and Great Britain, by removing, notonly temporarily 


but permanently, the causes of discontent between them, | 
induces them to offer another recommendation to the | 
| House. Itis, the expression of an opinion by the House, 


sustained by a ee pare that a special embassy | 
, for the purpose of codperating \| 

this long-pending controversy. The precedents for this | 
measure in our history are numerous and encouraging. 1} 
The object of such an embassy is, to ex a deep con- | 
viction on the part of the Government of the extreme ur- | 


| gency of the case, and the absolute necessity of adjusting | 


existing difficulties. The ordinary forms of negotiation ap- 

pear insufficient to rouse the British Government to the || 
danger that the two nations may find themselves involved | 
in war, notwithstanding the desire of the Governments of || 
both to avoid it; and the step proposed would manifest to || 


the world, at all events, that the United States are sincerely || d 


anxious to exert every means in their power to maintain || 
the most amicable relations with a Government and people, l| 
so eminently entitled to the respect and regard of every || 
civilized nation on the globe. i| 

The committee are conscious that some of the provisions || 
of the bill herewith reported would more properly have || 
emanated from some of the other committees of the House, || 
upon whose jurisdiction they are reluctant to encroach ; || 
but the few days which remain of this session would not | 
have permitted any delay, with a view of referring these || 
subjects to other committees, with the slightest hope of ob- || 
taining any action on the part of the House. They submit || 
the whole matter, therefore, as the result of their anxious | 
reflections, to the better judgment of the House. \| 
The following bill was also reported from the |} 
A bill giving to the President of the United States additional 

powers for the defemse of the United Siates, in certain 

cases, against invasion, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives || 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 
the President of the United States be, and he hereby is, 1] 
authorized to resist any attempt on the partof Great Britain || 
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governor had undoubtedly taken that ground , and 
rested his defense upon it. If, therefore, in i)» 
course of the negotiation upon this subject, thers 
was found clear and demonstrated proof that no 
such agreement ever has been passed, which hie 
was weil assured of, then the Governor of New 
Brunswick had put himself, and, as far as possi. 
ble, the Government of his country in the wrong 
from the very first moment. 

Mr. EVANS interposed. He said it was true 
that Sir John Harvey asserts the existence of tha; 
agreement as the basis upon which he proceeds 
but then he adds that he acts by the express 
commands of his Government, and that he holds 
positive orders from which he is not at liberty to 

epart. 

r. ADAMS so understood it; but that order 
from his Government was founded upon his own 
construction of what those orders were. Now, 
the reason why he wished this alteration made 
was this: the Governor of New Brunswick had 
assumed that ground for his Government. Mr. 
A. said he had assumed it on his own responsi- 
bility. The Governor affirmed that he had such 
orders, and that it was upon them that he acted. 
Now, Mr. A. inferred, and was willing to leave 
it to the British Government, and he was con- 
vinced such would ultimately be its declaration, 
that Sir John Harvey had misunderstood his 


|, orders; and it will say, ‘** We do net assume, and 
| have not assumed, that principle.?’ If, when 
|| these matters come before the British Govern- 


ment, they should find a report of this House, 
(on which was based the action of this House,) 
assuming that that Government has taken the 


, 5 
to enforce, by arms, her claim to exclusive jurisdiction over | ey which their subordinate officer affirms 
| 


that part of the State of Maine which is in dispute between 


| the United States and Great Britain ; and, for that purpose, || 


to employ the naval and military forces of the United States 
and such portions of the militia as be nay deem it advisable 
to call into service. 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, in the event of 


foreign Power, or of imminent danger of such invasion dis- 
covered, in his opinion, to exist, before Congress can be 
convened to act upon the subject, the President of the Uni- 
ted States be, and he hereby is, authorized, in addition to 
the present military establishment of the United States, to 
raise a provsioual force, to be enlisted for five years, or 
during the continuance of hostilities with any foreign Pow- 
er, not exceeding one regiment of dragoons, one regiment 
of artillery, two regiments of riflemen, and sixteen regiments 


sponding regiments now in service; and, also, to appoint 
not exceeding one major general, four brigadiers general, 


| and not exceeding one surgeon and one assistant surgcon | 


for each new regiment; the regimental general, and med- | 


to be entitied to the same benefits. of every kind, with the || 
like corps and officers now in service; and it shall be the || 


duty of the President to discharge the troops which may be || 
| raised by virtue of this act, whenever the occasion for them, i 


as defined by this act, shall cease to exist. 1) 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That, in the event of || 
either of the contingencies provided in the first section of || 
this act, the President of the United States shall be author- || 
ized to complete the public armed vessels now authorized || 
by law, and to equip, man, and employ in actual service all || 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
millions of dollars is hereby appropriated and placed at his 
disposal for the purpose of executing the provisions of this || 
act, to provide for which the Secretary of the Treasury is || 
authorized to borrow money on the credit of the United || 
States, and to cause to be issued certificates of stock signed i| 
by the Register of the Treasury for the sum to be borrowed || 
or any part thereof; and the same to be sold upon the best || 
terms that may be offered, after public notice for proposals |, 
for the same: Provided, That no engagement or contract || 
shall be entered into, which shall preclude the United 
States from reimbursing any sum or sums thus borrowed, 
afier the expiration of five years from the Ist of January 
next; and that the rate of interest sha not exceed five per | 
cent., payable semi-annually. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the sum of $18,000 
be and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for outfit and 
salary of a special Minister to Great Britain: Provided, | 
The President of the United States shall deem it expedient | 
to appoint the same. | 


Mr. HOWARD said, in view of the condition | 
of the public business, and the little time left || 
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eral debate would be abstained from. His object | 
was to have the bill referred to a Committee of | 


Mr. ADAMS asked the committee to agree to | 
a small amendment in the report. - The report || 
affirmed that the British Government had taken | 
the ground of an agreement that they should hold | 
exclusive jurisdiction over the disputed territory. | 
Now, he did not understand that the British Gov- 


ernment had wken that ground. The provincial | 








hey have taken, then they will so far redeem 
that ground of right as to say to us, ** Your pro- 
ceedings have been too precipitate; you have as- 


'sumed that what our subordinate officer did, 


under his own construction of his orders, was 
our act.”’ Now, the first and most important 


| thing in any controversy has in this case been 


assumed by the Governor of New Brunswick, in 


putting his own country in the wrong. Sir, | 


want to keep them there; I want to give his Gov- 
ernment an Sepeeny to say, * This gentle- 
man, acting with the best intentions, and with au 


_ ardent zeal in my service, which I approve, bias 
mistaken the import of the orders I gave.”’ If 


you assume to make the British Government r- 
sponsible beforehand for an assertion which an 
inferior officer alone has made, but for which his 


| Government is not yet responsible, then I say you 


weaken the ground of right, to maintain which 
this nation should go to death and destruction. 
I repeat, that from the moment this correspond- 
ence appeared, and from the moment that the 
Governor of New Brunswick assumed this al- 
leged agreement as a justification for his orders 
and conduct, as he construes his orders, I have 
considered the case of the United States as tri- 
umphant in advance; it has the right; and, with- 
out quoting exactly what was said on another 
occasion by one of the greatest observers of the 
affairs of mankind, 


“ Thrice is he arm’d that hath his quarrel just,” 


I will say thrice three times is he armed who hath 
his quarrel just. The Governor of New Bruns- 


_ wick, by the position which he has assumed, has, 
| in fact, conceded the whole cause of quarrel be- 


tween the two nations. It will turn out, it must 
turn out, that the British Government can bring 
no proof of such an agreement; and they, having 
no such proof to allege in the face of the world, 
will say, ‘* Our officer misunderstood our instruc- 
tions; we never assumed the principle; we disavow 
it; and weare prepared to settle this quarrel on the 
grounds of right and justice.”’ : 

All I wish to suggest to the committee and to 
the House is, that a small alteration should be 
made, that a word or two inthe passages in which 
it is affirmed that the British Government has 
assumed this principle should be effaced, so as 
not to make the British Government responsible 
for the construction put upon their orders, and to 


_ give them an opportunity to disavow the con- 


struction which their officer has set up. : 
Mr. LEGARE said he concurred in the views 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, {Mr. 
assis), and the more so because he (Mr. L.) 
had the honor to urge the same views strenuously 
in the committee this morning. It was not from 


1839. 
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_ 
mere oversight that these words had been in- 
His opinion had been that the commit- 
uld take pains to separate the military | 
oficer of New Brunswick from the Government | 
of Great Britain. He had sail in committee, | 
and he had repeated here, that he did not think | 
the British Government ever thought of giving 
such orders. He regarded itas impossible, look- | 
ing to the circumstances in which Canada was | 
jaced, that the Government of Great Britain 





serted . 
tee sho 


could, in this sudden, violent, and, he would add, 


insolent manner, undertake to disturb our peace; | 
but (Mr. L. was understood to add) the com- | 


mittee were of opinion that this idea was not || 


involved. 

Mr. HOWARD quoted the language of the par- 
ticular passages of the report referred to by Mr. 
Apams, (the precise words of which the reporter | 
js unable to give, not having the document before | 
him.) Mr. EH. was desirous to make any amend- | 
ment to the report which might be considered | 

roper. We have not before us (said he) the | 
orders of the Governor of New Brunswick. He is | 
avery high officer, and intrusted with very great | 

ower. The whole power of the British forces | 
throughout the Canadasis understood to be placed | 
at his disposal. He is therefore an officer whom | 
we should presume to be high in the confidence | 
of his Government; and, when we found him re- | 


asserting the same principle with which he had || 


set out, we came to the conclusion that he had | 
intelligence enough to understand his own orders, | 
and that we were justified in supposing that such 
were his orders, having no reason to judge other- 
wise. 

Mr. H. then alluded to the language of the letter | 
of Mr. Fox, in reference to the claim to exclusive 
jurisdiction, as being a sufficient indication of the 
interpretation put upon this matter by the British | 
Government; which language, added to the decla- | 
ration of this high functionary, the Governor of 
New Brunswick, was the ground on which the 
committee had proceeded. 


Mr. H. would cheerfully agree, so far as he || 


was concerned, to any alteration which could 
properly be made on the suggestions of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, because he (Mr. H.) 
felt assured that on the leading features of the 
controversy they both thought alike. He was 
glad of that gentleman’s support in any cause, es- | 
pecially in such acause as this. The report was | 
now in possession of the House; and if the gen- | 
tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. omen) would | 
take it and suggest any modification which might 

seem proper to him, he (Mr. H.) would, for his 
own part, cheerfully accept them, provided they 
did not affect the essential parts of the report. 


Mr. ADAMS said he had not the slightest ob- | 


jection to any part of the report, except the few 
words to which he had alluded, (and which he | 
specifically pointed out.) He reiterated his wish 


that the British Government should be left at lib- |) 


erty to disavow the act of the Governor of New | 
Brunswick, and to say that he misunderstood his | 
orders. Such Mr. A. believed to be the fact. He 
believed, and there were undoubted evidences, 
that not only the Governor of New Brunswick, 
but the British Minister here, (the conduct of | 
which latter gentleman, in taking upon himselfa 
great responsibility to prevent impending extrem- 
ies, Mr, A. regarded as of the most high and 
honorable character,) had the impression fixed in 
the strongest manner upon his mind that such an 
agreement existed. In proof of this position 
Mr. A. alluded to the language quoted by Mr. 
Howarp from Mr. Fox’s letter.) And yet, when 
the existence of such an agreement was denied, 
as it ought to be, in the most positive and explicit 
terms, by the Secretary of State, the British Min- 
ister, instead of producing evidence of that agree- 
ment, said he would refer it to his Government. 
f there was such an agreement, was it not in the 
ower of the Provincial Governor or the British 
Minister here to have produced it? And if it 
had been produced, we must undoubtedly have 
changed our ground. -But from that very fact, Mr. 
A. believed that both the Minister and the Gov- 
ernor had misunderstood the matter, and had 
imputed to their Government that which never 
was intended, and he wished that, in every pro- 
ceeding here, this House should do the British 


overnment the justice to su that their offi- 
cers, both mil ; sae 
derstood thei 
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itary and diplomatic, had misun- |! 


| Government would at once disavow what had 
| been imputed to them. 
| Mr. EVANS suggested, as an easy mode of 


that the report should be printed under the su- 
perintendence of the commitiee. 

Mr. HOWARD accepted the suggestion, and 
modified his motion accordingly. 

And thereupon the bill and report were re- 
| ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, were made the special order 
of the day for to-morrow, (Friday,) at eleven 
o’clock, to take precedence over all other busi- 
ness, and were ordered to be printed under the 
superintendence of the Committee on Foreign 
| Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved the 
printing of twenty thousand extra copies of the 
President’s message, bill, report, documents, &c. 

Mr. BRONSON had no objection to the print- 
ing of any reasonable number, if it could be done 
in reasonable time; but he understood they could 
not be furnished tll some time in October or No- 
vember next. 

Mr. LOOMIS said that by any time they 





would move ten thousand. 


and, as modified, the motion was agreed to. 
DEFENSE OF THE COUNTRY. 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, in order to consider the three following 
bills: 

House bill (No. 1097) making appropriations 
for the defense of the northern and western fron- 
tier; 

House bill (No. 1169) for the erection of cer- 
tain military works on the northeast frontier of 
the United States; and 

House bill (No. 1032) to provide for the estab- 
lishment of a national foundery. 


| exclusively to the defense of the country, were 
of the utmost importance, and he hoped the 
House would agree to consider them. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The House then again went into committee, 
(Mr. Sergeant in the chair,) and 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, 
| the committee took up the bill pending for the 
taking of the next census. 

The bill having been read, 





were agreed to. 

| Various amendments were offered, and some 
rogress had been made in the bill, when, the 
our of three having arrived, 

The House took a recess. 





EVENING SESSION. 


Mr. THOMAS having moved a resolution for 
the compensation of the investigating committee 
in a manner corresponding to preceding practice 
on that subject; which was agreed to— 


counts, made a statement in exculpation of that 
| committee for having refused to allow a certain 
account presented to them by the chairman of the 
investigating committee. 


York. 


ation of the 
CENSUS BILL. 


Mr. LOOMIS moved an amendment, proposing 
to add certain items to the returns of the marshals 
relating to the ages of unmarried persons. It 
excited no little merriment in the committee, and 
was rejected. 

Mr. WISE made explanations in reply to those 
of Mr. Morris, and in defense of the investi- 
gating committee. 





Mr. McKAY moved to amend the bill by sub- || some time, and was terminated by 


Mr. BRONSON moved that the House go into | 


| making any alterations that might be advisable, | 
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Mr. SLADE moved an amendment proposing 
a minute classification of the colored population 
as to age, &c.; but it was rejected without a 
count. 

Mr. ADAMS insisted that the time heretofore 
fixed for taking the census was too short, and 
suggested to Mr. Garuanp to strike out six 
months and insert twelve. 

Mr. GARLAND assented toAhe grgunds of 
Mr. Apams’s objection, and moved to insert ten 


' months; which was agreed to. 


Mr. G. proposed to increase the compensation 
of marae employed in taking the census to $2 
per hundred names. 

Mr. DAVIES proposed §1 50; but it was neg- 
atived, and the amendment of Mr. Gartanp was 
agreed to. 

Mr. GARLAND then moved to fill the blanks 
in the compensation to marshals in the manner 
following: 

In Maine, $400; Massachusetts, $450; Rhode 
Island, $250; Vermont, $400; Connecticut, $350; 
New York, (southern district,) $450; (northern 


| district,) $450; New Jersey, $350; Pennsylvania, 


could be furnished they would be stale, and he | 


Mr. JOHNSON thought they would be print- | 
ed in a few days; buthe accepted the amendment, | 


(eastern district,) $400; (western district,) $400; 
Delaware, $225: Maryland, $450; Virginia, (east- 


ern district,) $400; (western district,) $400; Ken- 


tacky, $450; North Carolina, $450; South Caro- 
lina, $450; Georgia, $450; Tennessee, (eastern,) 


| $275; (western,) $275; (middle,) $275; Ohio, 


| 
{ 


Mr. B., in support of the motion, said that, at | 
the present moment, the foregoing bills, relating | 


$500; Indiana, $450; Illinois, $300; Mississippi, 


| (northern,) $200; (southern,) $200; Louisiana, 


$200; Alabama, (northern,) $200; (southern and 


| middle,) $200; District of Columbia, $150; Mich- 


igan, $250; Arkansas, $250; Florida, (five dis- 
tricts, $50 each; Wisconsin, $250; Towa, $250. 
Mr. ADAMS suggested that a larger number 


| of copies of the returns should be printed, (the 


bill proposed one thousand copies,) and moved 


| five thousand. He supported the motion by dwell- 


ing on the importance of the document, and the 
propriety of preserving it as an historical monu- 
ment of the condition of the country. 
Mr. NAYLOR suggested ten thousand copies. 
Mr. ADAMS, after some hesitation, assented 
to this, and modified his motion accordingly; and 


| it was finally agreed that ten thousand copies be 


rinted. 

Mr. GRAVES objected to the allowance pro- 
posed for the marshals of Tennessee, and moved 
to reduce it to $175 for each of the three districts. 
On this motion he went at large into a speech on 
the general politics of the country, and especially 


|| the practice of levying a percentage on the sala- 


ries of officeholders, to be applied to electioncering 
purposes. In confirmation of his views on this 


| subject, he quoted the printed report of the inves- 


Mr. G. moved two additional sections; which | 


Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee of Ac- | 


; Sg 
The committee then returned to the consider- 


tigating committee on the Swartwout defalcation, 
and showed that certain officers of the customs 
in New York were in the habit of paying such 

ercentage, which was collected from them by a 
Mr. Vanderpoel, who had a list of the officers for 
that purpose. He was interrupted in the reading 


¥ 
Mr. TAYLOR and Mr. RIVES, on a question 
of order; but the Chair, after an explanation by 


| Mr. G., declared that that gentleman was not 


strictly out of order until he assumed the course 


| of certain members of that committec, which was 


certainly irrelevant and out of order. 

Mr. GRAVES having referred to the case of a 
postmaster in Mr. Fosrer’s district, who was a 
convicted counterfeitey, who had fled from Mas- 


| sachusetts, and whose bad character had been 
The account amounted | 


to $2,726, for thirteen days’ services in New | 


expressly stated to the head of the Post Office 
Department, but who was still continued in office, 
and was a zealous partisan of the Administration, 

Mr. GRANT (who comes from the same dis- 
trict with Mr. Foster) warmly disclaimed all 
| knowledge of such a case, and with still greater 
| warmth complained of Mr.Graves for pronounc- 


|| ing a derogatory opinion respecting the capacity of 


| 


| Mr. Gillett, (who was formerly a member from 
New York,) to fill ~ ofice. Mr. G. pro- 
nounced a very high eulogium on the character 
of Mr. Gillett in all respects. 

The discussion between these two gentlemen 
was continued in a somewhat sharp tone for 
r. EVER- 


stituting the Ist of June for the Ist of January, | ETT, who called both to order. 


as the period for commencing the census. 
advocated the amendment at some length. 
It was opposed by Mr. GARLAND, and ad- || 


e || 


The CHAIRMAN supported Mr. E., and de- 
| cided the dispute to be out of order. 
The question was put on Mr. Graves’s 


their views on this subject, and that the | vocated by Mr. TILLINGHAST, and negatived. |! amendment, and it was negatived. 
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sation of the Tennessee marshals was fixed at 
$200. | 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


On motion of Mr. GRANT, the House then 
went into the Gommittee of the Whole on the 
state of fhe Union, (Mr. Briges in the chair,) | 
and took up the bill for the continuance of the | 
Cumberland road through the States of Indiana, | 
Illinois, and Missouri—ayes 70, noes 55. 

The bill having been read, | 


On monlen a8 M t'. GARLAND, the compen- | 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 


Ordered, That fifty thousand copies of the report of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, submitted to the Senate on 
the 4th of July last, be printed for the use of the Senate. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The act making appropriations for the support 
of the Army for the year 1839, and the other acts 


| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading yes- 


terday, were severally read the third time and 


passed. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore submitted the 
following communication from the Postmaster 


Mr. McK ENNAN offered an amendment ap- || General: 


propriating $20,000 for the erection of guard 
fences on that portion of the road lying east of the 
Ohio, and $500 for widening a certain turn in the 
road on the side of Laurel Hill. 

The amendment was rejected. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved to ap- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


propriate $80,000 for the extension of the road || 


from the Monocacy to Rockville, in Maryland. 

This also was rejected. 

Mr. ROBERTSON moved to strike out the 
enacting clause of the bill. 

It was negatived—ayes 54, noes 70. 

Mr. YELL moved to amend the bill by appro- 
peering $65,000 for a road from Memphis to Little 
tock, in Arkansas. 


Mr. ELMORE moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the clause which provides that the 


cost of the road be reimbursed out of the two per || 


cent. fund. 

On this motiona highly animated debate arose, 
in which Messrs. ELMORE, MASON of Ohio, 
THOMPSON, THOMAS, DAWSON, ROB- | 


ERTSON, GARLAND of Louisiana, and HER- || 
OD participated; when, at about ten o’clock, the || 
committee rose (ayes 63, noes 60) and reported \| was, because it was not ready, is considered by the Senate 


pad, . ; ; . |) as disrespectfal to this body. 
I'he census bill was read the third time by its |; ; 


progress. 


title, and passed. 
On motion of Mr. ELMORE, the House ad- | 
journed. 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 1, 1839. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 


ate of the 22d instant, calling for information on || 


the subject of the coinage, deposits for coinage, | 
and the expenses of the Mint and its branches; 
which was ordered to be printed. 


MEMORIAL, ETC. 


Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of 
Pierce and Patrick Shannon, praying permission | 
to import free of duty the materials necessary | 
for the construction of an Iron steamboat; which | 
was ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. LYON presented the proceedings and a 
memorial adopted at a meeting of the citizens of 
Saganaw, praying an ee to complete 
the military road from Detroit to Saginaw river; 
which were laid on the table. 


Hion. R. M. Jounson, 


| necticut, WALKER, BENTON, ALLEN, CAL- 


| conclusion of which, 


Mr. WEBSTER said that he had in his pos- || 
session a number of petitions for the abolition of |) 
slavery, which had been sent to him and his col- | 


league,{Mr. Davis.] Insome of these they were 


asked to procure their reference to a select com- | 


mittee; but at this late period, even if the motion 
prevailed, there would not be sufficient time to 
give the subject proper attention. The opinions 
of himself and colleague were well known, both 
as to the constitutional power of Congress on this 
subject, and as to the great and undoubted right 
of petition, and their opinions were unchanged. 
He moved that the petitions be received. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the 
motion to receive was laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, to which had been referred 
the following, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed 
to: 
Memorial of the American Silk Society; 
Petition of Thomas J. Durant and J. Towser; 
Memorial of Charles Fieischman; and 
Memorial of Russel Comstock. 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was 


Urdered, ‘That the Committee on Finance have leave to |: 
Senate. 


sit duing the hours of the session of the 


i] 


} 


| 
| 


| 





Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, February 27, 1839. 
Sir: Just as my messenger was about to start for the 
Capitol with several communications, including my reply 
to the resolution of the Senate adopted on the 12th instant, 


| I received their resolution of this day, asking why the in- 
| formation then called for has not been communicated. 


In reply, [ have the honor to state, that the only reason | 
I have to give why it has not been before communicated is 
that it was not ready. 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
AMOS KENDALL. 


Vice President and President of the Senate. 
Mr. SEVIER moved that the letter be referred 


| quest that he dismiss the Postmaster General for 


_to the President of the United States, with a re- | 
|; an insult to the Senate of the United States. | 


A debate ensued, in which Messrs. SEVIER, | 
FOSTER, TALLMADGE, CRITTENDEN, | 
WEBSTER, BUCHANAN, SMITH of Con- 


HOUN, LINN, and NILES, participated; at the 
Mr. SEVIER modified his motion as follows: 


Resolved, That the letter of the Postmaster General to | 
the President of the Senate, stating that the only reason | 
why he had not sent an answer to a previous resolution 


Resolved, That said letter, with the resolution to which 
it purports to be an answer, be laid before the President of 
the United States for such action as he may deem proper. 

The question was taken on the resolutions sep- 
arately; and the first was adopted—ayes 38, noes 
8; the second—ayes 31, noes 15. 

So the resolutions were adopted. 

After passing a number of private bills, the 
Senate took a recess until five o’clock. 








The PRESIDENT pro tempore submitted the 
following communication from the President of 


| the United States: 


To the Senate of the United States: 
I have received the resolution of the Senate of this day, 
upon the subject of a communication made to you by the | 
Postmaster General on the 27th ultimo, and have the satis- 
faction of laying before the Senate the accompanying Ictier 
from that officer, in which he fully diselaims any intended 

disrespect to the Senate in the communication referred to. 
M. VAN BUREN. 
March 1, 1839. 
| 
! 
| 
; 


Post Orrice DePpartTMENT, March 1, 1839. 
S:r: In reference to the resolution of the Senate adopted 


the opinion that a communication made by me on the 27th | 
ultimo, in reply to their resolution of the same date, was 
disrespectful to that body, I have only to say that no disre- | 
spect was intended or felt. 

Their resolution of the 12th ultimo, calling for the names 
of removed postmasters, designated no specific time within 


| appear to look to any legislative or executive action on 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 








| 


their part, the necessity of great expedition in preparing 
and communicating them, to the delay of other pressing 
matters, was not appreciated by me so higlily as it appears 
to have been by the Senate, or as perhaps it ought to have 
been. And as the reply to the resolution of the 12th was 
already in the hands of the messenger, and would accom- 
pany the reply to that of the 27th, showing that no disposi- 
tion existed to withhold the information called for, it did 
not occur to me that any detailed explanation why it had 
not been sooner sent was necessary, or would be expected. 
Hence it will be perceived that the letter complained of 
was written hastily, (the messenger having been, in fact, 
detained until it could be written and recorded;) and but 
for the hurry of the moment, not allowing time for consid- 
eration, I should probably have given the more full expla- 
nation contained in this letter. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


AMOS KENDALL. 
The Committee on Finance, to which had been 
referred the bill making appropriations for the 
support of the Government for the year 1839, 
reported the same with several amendments. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


An act making appropriations for the Army 


| which the information would be wanted; and as it did not 


EVENING SESSION. | 


| for the year 1839 was taken up, and after seve, 
’ after seve 

amendments hat been offered and decided on e 
| Mr. BENTON offered an amendment appro. 
| priating $740,000 for putting certain old fortifies. 
tions in a state of efficiency, and for completing 
“new works which are not yet finished. 

This amendment was supported by Messrs, 

BENTON and DAVIS, and opposed by Mr. 

| CALHOUN; and on taking the question, it was 
| lost—yeas 14, nays 23; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ata. 
_ bama, Davis, Fulton, Knight, Nicholas, Robbins, Ruggies 
| Walker, Wall, Webster, and Williams of Maine—14.” 
NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky 
| Crittenden, Cuthbert, Foster, Hubbard, Lyon, McKean’ 
| Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Sevier, Smith of 
| Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, White, Williams or 
| Mississippi, Wright, and Young—23. 

After several amendments, the bill was ordered 
to a third reading. 


| 
FRONTIER PROTECTION. 


| An act making appropriations for the protec. 

tion of the northern and northwestern frontier 
was taken up, and after being considered as in 
Committee of the Whole, was ordered to be 
engrossed fora third reading, read the third time 
and passed. 


INDIAN HOSTILITIES. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi. 
nance, to which had been referred a bill from the 
House, making an appropriation for the suppres- 
sion of Indian hostilities for the year 1839, report. 
ed the same with an amendment; which was con- 
sidered and adopted. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, offered an amendment 
making an appropriation for property taken 
by officers of the Government in the campaign 
against the Creek Indians, which he advocated at 
some length,asa measure of long deferred justice 
to many citizens whose property had been appro- 
priated to the use of the Government. The 


|| amendment was rejected—ayes 11, noes 26. 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading, and afterwards read the third time 
and passed. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 

' An act giving to the President of the United 

States additional powers in defense of the United 
States, in case of invasion, and for other purposes; 
| An act to alter and amend the organic law of 
the Territories of Wisconsin and lowa; 

Anact toestablish and define the eastern bound- 
ary line of the Territory of lowa; 

An act to authorize the election and appoint- 
ment of certain officers in the Territory of Iowa 
_and for other purposes; 

An act to amend an act entitled an act regulat- 
ing the pay and emoluments of brevet officers, ap- 
proved April 16, 1818; and , 

_ An act for the relief of Captain John Vannettin 
and his company for their services during the late 


|| war. 
| this day, and by you just communieated to me, expressing | | 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then went into executive session; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The bill making appropriation for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
| year 1839, was taken up for consideration, and 
_after several amendments proposed by the Com- 
| mittee on Finance had been concurred in, the 
amendment of the committee proposing to strike 
| out the following section, was considered: 
| For the balance due on account of the first volume of 
| the Documentary History of the United States, $5,602 ; and 
| the Secretary of State is hereby authorized to deliver to the 
Seeretary of the Senate forty copies of said work, and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives three hundred and 
sixty-eight eopies of said work, to be distributed to each of 
| the members of the Senate and House of Representatives 
| of the T'wenty-Third, Twenty-Fourth, and Twenty-Fifth 
Cc , who are not entitled to receive the samc under 

former resolutions or acts of Congress. 
| Mr. WEBSTER hoped that the Senate would 
not strike out this appropriation. It was, in his 





| opinion, a very cuniiaisian, and too unimportant 
to be wasting the time of the Senate on at this 
late period of the session. The House had thought 
| proper to make this appropriation to fulfill the 
| Obligations of a contract entered into by this 
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— 


: ment, and he thought the proper way was | 
ae ; ,xazard the loss of the | 


to agree to it, and not to 
pili and the consequent stopping of the Govern- 
ment by delaying the passage of it. If gentle- 
men would persist in consuming time, and were 
determined to higgle with the House on this ap- 
propriation of $5,000, he had warned them of the 
consequences, and they must take the responsi- 


- . WRIGHT said: If the Senator from Mas- | 


sachusetts thinks I am notaware of my responsi- 
bility, or that I fear to meet it, he does not know 
me. Mr. W. thought the time was come when 
the Senate should make a stand upon this subject, 
and said the responsibility of defeating this bill, 
if it was lost, would rest with those who had in- 
corporated this provision into it. Mr. W. went 


on at some length in opposition to the practice of 
appropriating money for the purchase of books, | 


and distributing them among themselves, and 
trusted that the Senate would not countenance it 
longer. 


me some remarks from Mr. BENTON in| 
favor of the amendment, the question was taken | 


on the recommendation of the committee. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER announced there 
was not a quorum in attendance. 


Mr. SE 
Senate. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER said the Senator 


from Arkansas might reach his object by moving 
that the Sergeant-at-Arms be directed to summon 


the absent Senators, and if they refused attend- | 
ing, the Presiding Officer might issue his warrant, | 


and have them brought before the Senate. 


Mr. SEVIER modified his motion accord- | 


ingly. 

iocore Senators requested Mr. S. to withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. WALKER hoped that the Senator from 
Arkansas would persist in it. The only Senators 
who were invalids and whose healths were en- 
dangered by the protracted sittings of that body, 


were in their seats attending to their public duties, | 


while a majority of the Senate, who had not the 
plea of il'ness to offer as an excuse for their ab- 
sence, were in their beds. He hoped the motion 


would be persisted in, and that Senators, if other | 


motives could not induce them to do so, would be 
compelled by order of the body to attend to the 
public business. 

After some conversation the motion was with- 
drawn, and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friway, March 1, 1839. 

Mr. GRAY asked leave to submit a resolution 
giving the pages and messengers of the House an 
extra allowance of $250 over and above their pay 
tor their three months’ services. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, objected. 

The SPEAKER, however, said the unfinished 
business must first be disposed of. This was the 
report from the select committee on Virginia 
bounty warrants, the reading of which was not 
concluded yesterday. 

Mr. GRAY said he hoped it would be passed 
over for the present. 

Mr. BRIGGS should object, because, if passed 
over this morning, it would not be reached again, 
and the object of the committee be defeated. 

The reading of the report was resumed, and 
various ineffectual efforts were made to dispense 
with it; but it again occupied the whole morning 
hour without being brought to a conclusion. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, on leave, reported, without 
amendment, Senate joint resolution authorizing 
the Opening of an alley and the execution of cer- 
tain deeds in the city of Washington. 

Also, Senate bill, without amendment, to ex- 
tend the jurisdiction of the corporation of the city 
of Washington over the Potomac bridge. 

Also, Senate bill to incorporate Georgetown 
College, in the District of Columbia. 

he above bills and resolution were severally 
read the third time and passed. 

Mr. EWING moved to suspend the special 
order for one hour, to go into committee on the 
Cumberland road bill. 

a of ** No!” ** No!” from all parts of the 


{ER moved that there be a call of the | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The motion was rejected by a large majority. | 

Mr. GRAVES asked the House to take up the | 
resolution submitted by him some time since, in 
relation to the alleged defalcation of Charles J. 
Ingersoll, late district attorney at Philadelphia; 
but it was objected to. 

Mr. MERCER moved a suspension of the | 
special order for half an hour, to enable the com- 
mittees to report; but the motion was rejected. | 

Mr. GRANT asked leave to make an explana- | 
tion in relation to the debate between himself and 
Mr. Graves last night; but it was refused. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The following executive communications were 
received, and ordered to lie on the table: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, in obedience to a resolution of tse House 
of the 18th January last, calling for a copy of a 
dispatch from Mr. Stevenson, our Minister at 
London, on the subject of the tobacco trade. 

A communication from the Treasurer of the 
|| United States, transmitting copies of his accounts 

settled by the accounting officers of the Treas- 
| ury, for the third and fourth quarters of 1837, and 
the first and second quarters of 1838. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, in obedi- 
ence to a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the 19th ultimo, calling for a statement 
of the proceedings of his Department in the exe- 
cution of the first and second provisions of the 
fourth article of the treaty of the Ist November, | 
1837, with the Winnebago Indians. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
|| ting a report of the Commissioner of Indian Af- | 
fairs, and one of the Second Auditor of the Treas- | 
ury, in answer to a resolution of the i6th ultimo, | 
calling for information in reference to the treaty | 
with the Pottawatomie Indians of the 25th, 26th, 
and 27th of October, 1832. 

A letter from the Secretary of War, transmit- | 
ting reports from the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs and Second Auditor, in reply to a resolu- 
tion of the House of Representatives of the 28th 
of January last, in relation to the execution of 
the treaties of 1832 and 1834, with the Chickasaw | 
Indians, and the treaty of 1830, with the Choc- | 
taws. 

A communication from the Secretary of the | 
Treasury, in compliance, as far as practicable, | 
with the resolution of the House of the 31st De- | 
cember last, in relation to the condition of the | 

banks in Wisconsin. 


| 





MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION. 


The House then, in pursuance of the special 
order, went into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union (Mr. Linco in in the chair) | 
on the ‘* bill giving to the President of the Uni- 
ted States additional powers for the defense of | 
the United States, in certain cases, against inva- | 
sion, and for other purposes.”’ | 

After some conversation as to the order of pro- 
ceeding, Mr. PICKENS giving notice of his in- | 
tention to move to strike out the second section | 
of the bill, 

Mr. ROBERTSON suggested a modification | 
of the first section, so as not to assume that Great | 
Britain ‘* set up a claim’’ to exclusive jurisdic- | 
tion. 

Mr. MENEFEE wished the phraseology made 
so clear that the Executive should resist an occu- | 
pation of this territory, either on the part of the | 
|| Government of Great Britain, directing and act- | 
ing on her own responsibility, or through her | 
provincial authorities. 

‘| Mr. CRAIG saw no necessity for making any | 
distinction. 

Mr. BIDDLE said he was not prepared to vote || 
\| for any part of the bill. 

Mr. ADAMS saw no necessity for Mr. Ros- | 

ERTSON’s amendment. The case did not apply 

as it did yesterday to the report, because it was 
there asserted that an ‘‘ agreement’’ was set up || 

an 





} 
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by Great Britain. Now there was a *‘ claim. 
She set up a claim, and so did we. 

Mr. ROBERTSON immediately withdrew his 
amendment. 

Mr. HOWARD could see no necessity of 
drawing the distinction indicated by Mr. Mew: | 
EFEE. 

Mr. MENEFEE still thought 
to be made to meet both cases. 

Mr. NAYLOR, to meet this objection, and ob- | 





provision ought | 


| was the scene exhibited ? 


| declaration of war. 





221 


viate all confusion or difficulty that might here 
after arise, moved to insert after ‘‘ Great Britain’’ 
the words ** or her provincial authorities.” 

_Mr. KENNEDY approved entirely of the prin- 
ciples of the report, and should support the bill 
as it had been brought in by Mr. Howarp. He 
then went on to read a number of extracts from 
the dispatches of Sir Charles Vaughan, ete., to 
show that Great Britain did set up a pretension 
to exclusive jurisdiction pending the controversy, 
and added that he had no doubt, from the tenor 


| of these documents, that Sir John Harvey had 
|, received specific instructions and orders to assert 
| and maintain that jurisdiction. 


Mr. K. said he 
should move the printing of this with the other 
documents. 

Mr. ELMORE inquired if these papers had 
been communicated to our Government? 

Mr. KENNEDY replied that they had not. 

Mr. ELMORE. Then, itis a private paper, 
with which we have nothing to do. 

Mr. LEGARE was of a different opinion, in 
spite of these documents, and did not believe any 
such specific orders had been received by the Pro- 
vincial Governor from the British Ministry. The 
amendment of Mr. Nayior he considered as en- 
tirely unnecessary. 

Mr. BIDDLE agreed with Mr. Apams that it 
was desirable we should keep ourselves right, and 


| therefore he was indisposed to run into collateral 
| questions; for he was one of those who believed 


this question would have to be settled with arms. 


| He desired, therefore, that with such a Power as 


Great Britain we should use nothing like bravado, 
set up nothing like a bugbear. The mere unan- 
imity of that House would have no effect upon 
a proud nation like that. This course had been 
tried towards Mexico, and she had treated us 
with contempt in return. These experiments 
would achieve nothing. 

Mr. HOWARD explained. Two years ago, 
in the Committee on Foreign Affairs, he had again 
and again given it as his opinion that the pacific 
course afterwards adopted would be ineffectual. 
He was for a different policy. 

Mr. BIDDLE had adduced this as an illustra- 
tion, and because the same course seemed now 
about to be adopted. If we did go to war, he 
hoped it would not terminate as the last did, by 
leaving the question in suspension. If, however, 
we went to war, it should always be on sucha 
question as should unite our whole people; upon 
which they would think and dwell night and 
morning; upon which they could rally. Was the 
present such a question? It was not. Even in 
view of all the atrocities of the late war, when 
our whole coast was plundered, and hundreds of 
families reduced to ruin; when our commerce was 


| almostannihilated, our seamen forcibly taken and 


made to serve against their country, with the pop- 
ular cry of ** free trade and sailors’ rights,”’ what 
So far from that gen- 
eral unanimity indispensable to success, one half 
the country was almost in friendly alliance with 
the enemy, and the pulpit poured its blessings 
upon them as the main pillar of religion. 

Mr. B. then went on to show that the present 
was not such a question as warranted our hurry- 
ing ourselves into a long and sanguinary war, 
and he cited a speech of Mr. Evans, made a year 


| ago, to prove that this mere question of jurisdic- 
| tion was viewed as a matter of very small im- 


portance by the State of Maine; and if she, who 
was directly interested, had made a light matter 
of it, why should we be now called upon to issue 
a declaration of war thereon? for he regarded the 
step now about to be taken as equivalent toa 
Mr. B. went on at length to 
demonstrate that exaggerated importance had 
been given to this question all at once, and in- 
sisted that acquiescence in the jurisdiction of 
Great Britain over the disputed territory had-been 


_ yielded from 1824 down by the General Govern- 


ment, and distinetly recognized by the Legislature 
of Massachusetts. To sustain this position he 
cited a variety of documents. To go to warnow 
upon the new question involved, would be to go 
to war for the shadow after having abandoned 
the substance. It was one upon which the 

ple of this country could never be rallied; but if 
the President came there, and told them that all 
negotiation was at an end, and that there was no 
resort left but to arms, then he was prepared to 
go into it even to the ruin of himself and those 
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he represented. He implored the House to pause, | 
and not to rush prematurely into a contest, the | 
termination of which no one could foretell. 








Mr. HOWARD deemed the amendment of- || 


fered by Mr. Navtor as entirely unnecessary, || 
because the whole case was fully met in the gen- || 


eral terms of the bill. 

Mr. H. said he had listened to the speech of | 
Mr. Bippie with surprise and regret. ‘The sum | 
and substance of the gentleman’s argument was, || 
that the President was wrong in the position he || 
had taken, because the administration of General 


Jackson had sufered this question to remain dor- | 


mant, Was that an argument (Mr. H. would | 
inquire) to be used upon a question like this? 


and where would the country be? Would it re- 
new the negotiation? It could not; and the Gov- 
ernor of New Brunswick might go on with the 
invasion, or might not. 
make no appropriation, and refuse to sustain the 
President in the lofty grounds he has taken; and 
what will be the consequence? They send him 
into the field at the head of the militia he has 
called out, crippled by the refusal of the House 
to sustain him in whatever consideration of na- 
tional honor calls upon him to do. Surely the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania would be the last 
to desire this. Nothing was to be gained by | 
refusing to pass this bill; much, perhaps every- | 
thing, to be lost. He trusted this threatening | 
crisis would pass away peaceably. He was for | 
eace, so long as it could be 
impairing the national honor, but no longer; and | 
in saying this he spoke the sentiments of those 
he represented. In reply to Mr. Bippxe, he also | 
contended that the issue was a plain one, to be | 
understood by every one. He held that Sir John 
Harvey must be supposed capable of understand- | 
ing his orders; and it was no more improbable | 


that he had received specific orders of the char- || 


acter referred to, than that the commander of the 
infamous expedition against the Caroline, and 
the murder of her defenseless crew, should be 


rewarded with the subsequent command of the || 


lake frontier of Canada. He stated that he was 
instructed to move to fill up the blank with 


$10,000,000, when they reached that part of the || 


bill. 

Again: refuse to pass this measure, adjourn 
and do nothing, and if circumstances should arise | 
rendering an extraordinary convening of Con- | 
gress necessary, the first thing they must do would | 
be to pass a law in the terms of the second sec- | 
tion of this bill. As for the idea of a threat, he | 
disclaimed it; no such idea was entertained by the 
committee. 

Mr. BIDDLE explained. He never intended 
to say, but only referred to what might be the 
impression of the British Government. He agreed 
with the President, and wished no premature 
leaning to a military resort. 

Mr. HOWARD said, as their debates went | 
forth, the disclaimer was necessary. ‘Fhe plan 
proposed, he insisted, was pacific, but at the same 
time it was one that, if war was forced upon us, | 
we should not be unprepared. He had no fears | 
of the people not rallying an issue like this, and 
no comparison should be drawn between our | 
present condition and resources and that of 1812. 


Pass no law; adjourn; || 
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reserved without || discretion of the President more restricted. 





The bill, however, was but an initiatory step, and || 


only authorized action on the part of the Execu- 
tive in an extreme case, when all pacific expedi- 
ents have failed. 

Mr. EVANS followed in reply to Mr. Bippe, 
and in support of the bill, but before he had pro- 
ceeded far the hour arrived for the House to take 
its daily recess. 





EVENING SESSION. 

Mr. EVANS resumed his speech after the ad- 
journment, and continued to occupy the floor for | 
a considerable time, when he was succeeded by 
Mr. FILLMORE, who urged some provision for | 
the defense of the lakes, and laid on the table an | 
amendment empowering the President to arm and | 
equip as many steamboats as he might deem | 
necessary for that end. 

Mr. MENEFEE spoke with great earnestness | 
on the necessity of vindicating the national honor. | 

Mr. SALTONSTALL opposed the bill as pre- | 
mature, and tead extensively from the documents 
to show that Great Britain had no right to claim 


! 


| 


| 


| 


' | Meneree, and said that national interest ought 
Refuse to pass this bill, adopt the course recom- || 


mended by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, || 


| war was inevitable. 


| his support tothe bill. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








the disputed territory, yet the course of our Gov- | 
ernment had been such as to encourage such an 
idea; and therefore we ought to give time for ex- 
planation. He charged Maine with rashness and | 
indiscretion in the movement which she had 
made. | 





Mr. LEGARE defended the bill, denied it was 
a war measure, but insisted that its tendency was 
to peace. He examined the question of right, 
and vindicated the stand taken by the State of 
Maine. 

Mr. PICKENS replied to the remarks of Mr. 








to be looked at as well as national honor. He | 
deprecated war, and thought peace might be pre- | 
served, but was prepared to go any length when | 

He opposed the second sec- | 


_ tion of the bill, which empowers the President to | 


raise twenty hew regiments, &c. 
Mr. NAYLOR insisted that it would be an | 
empty bravado to pass the rest of the bill, and 


| not the second section, which gave vitality and | 
_ force tothe whole. He concluded thatthe country | 
_ must do something in the case, and supported the | 


bill as fit and necessary. 

Mr. PRENTISS replied to some of the remarks | 
of Mr. Pickens, and treated with ridicule the | 
idea of looking at interest when honor was at 
stake. He went into an examination of the sev- 
eral parts of the bill, opposed the second section, 
and wished the residue better guarded, and the | 


Mr. HOFFMAN went into an explanation of | 
the reason why, although a Representative of a | 
greatcommercial emporium, which must be most 
sensibly injured by war, should it come, he gave 
He then went into a brief | 
examination of the existing difficulty, and insisted | 


on the necessity of supporting the national rights | 


and character at every sacrifice. 
Mr. THOMPSON followed in a similar course 


of remark, commenting with great severity on | 


the injustice and arrogance of the British claims, 
and the course of the provincial government on 
this occasion, and pledged his constituents and 
himself, to the whole extent of their means, to 
stand by the Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, moved the sub- 
stance of the foundery bill to be inserted as an 
amendment. 

Mr. WISE treated the whole debate as a mat- 
ter of amusement. 





| 


Those who talked so much | 








M areh 2, 


the existence of any understanding between the | tion of a writ. As tothe secret session of the 
two Governments for her exclusive possession of || Legislature, it had been ' 


secret to conceal th, 
movement,not from the General Government her, 
or the Provincial Government beyond the lines’ 
but from the trespassers, whom it was desiral)|; 
to seize before they could make good their ro. 
treat. 

After some general remarks on the necessity 
whether the pacific intelligence were true or false’ 
of still passing the bill, Mr. E., according to |\ig 
pledge, moved the rising of the committee, by: 
hoped the motion would not prevail. 

{It was now midnight. ]} 

The question being put, it was carried, and 
thereupon the committee rose and reported prog. 
ress. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was ordered 
that the consideration of this bill be the special 
order for to-morrow at eleven o'clock, to take 
precedence of all other business. 

Mr. PETRIKIN moved a reconsideration of 
the vote on a bill for the benefit of the George. 
| town College, but did not press it. r 

Mr. WISE obtained the printing of his substi. 
tute for the military preparation bill. 

The House took upsundry bills on the Speak- 
er’s table, which had come back from the Senate 
with amendments. 

The amendments to the bill for the relief of 
| Joseph M. Hernandez were concurred in, and 

the bill passed. 

The Senate’s amendment to the bill for the 
erection of a new jail in Washington, requiring 
the addition of $1,000 to the appropriation by the 
House of $30,000 for the erection of that build- 
ing. The bill was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The House bill for the support of the-Army, 
with sundry amendments from the Senate, was 
referred in like manner. 

The Senate’s amendment to the bill for the re- 
lief of the Springfield Manufacturing Company 

| having been read, 

Mr. CALHOUN, of Massachusetts, moved 
that the said amendment be non-concurred in. 

Various attempts were made to get a quorum 
on this motion, and several motions for adjourn- 

| ment were made, the last of which succeeded— 
|| yeas 73, nays 59. 

So the House (at half past twelve o’clock) ad- 

journed. 





IN SENATE. 
Satcrpay, March 2, 1839. 
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| 





seldom were great doers. 
he understood, was like to pass away; but if not, 
he opposed giving to any President powers so 
large as those in the bill. He offered, by way of 
substitute, the resolutions moved in the Senate 
by Mr. Bucnanan, and then moved that the com- 
mittee rise; but consented to withdraw the motion 
under a pledge that it should be renewed. 

Mr. EVANS stated that information had been 
been received through the papers by the evening 
mail, that a special messenger had passed through 
Augusta, Maine, with dispatches from Sir John 
Harvey for the British Minister here, the con- 
tents unknown, but generally understood and 
believed to be expressive of his determination to 


take no further step until the reception of the | 
It was not certainly true, | 


Minister’s reply. 
though he was strongly inclined to believe that it 
was. 

He then went into a course of very severe an- 
imadversion on the speech of Mr. Sattonstat1, 
particularly as coming from a member from Mas- 
sachusetts, who had been the first to resist British 
aggression; and, as a contrast to the positions of 
that gentleman, read a series of resolutions, just 
received, from the Legislature of Massachusetts, 
fully supporting Maine in all she had done, and 
proffering for her aid the loan of $1,000,000. He 
further stated that an agent of Massachusetts had 
accompanied the agent of Maine in the late trans- 
actions, and had concurred fully in all that was 
done; that the party who went to support the 
sheriff, though they had arms with them to resist, 
if need be, an armed body of trespassers which 
they understood to be collected in a considerable 
force within the territory, had taken care to carry 
them boxed up, and had determined not to open 
the boxes until the actual necessity arrived of a 
forcible conflict. It was nota mili expedi- 
tion, but strictly a civil one to enforce the execu- 


The whole danger, as | 


Mr. ETUBBARD presented a petition from 
citizens of New Hampshire, for a post route; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. H. also presented certain joint resolutions 
of the Legislature of New Hampshire, instruct- 
ing their Senators and requesting their Repre- 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

| ing. th ® and re | 
sentatives to obtain the adjustment of claims for 





spoliations committed by France ‘prior to 1800; 
which were read, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MORRIS presented several petitions for 
'| the abolition of slavery; which he asked might 
| be received. 
On motion of Mr. CLAY, ef Alabama, the 
motion to receive was laid upon the table. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Com- 


merce, to which were referred several memorials 
on the subject of a steam revenue cutter, made a 
report thereon, accompanied by the following 
| resolution: 
Resolved, That the resolutions and memorials concerniut 
the construction of steain revenue entters, with a copy o 
this report be referred to the Secretary of the Navy. 
|| The resolution was considered and adopted. 
‘|| Mr. CUTHBERT, from the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs, to which was referred the memo- 
rial of the heirs of Robert Fulton, made a special 
| report thereon; which was read,and ordered to 
| 








be printed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
BENTON, was considered and adopted: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to cause to be laid before the Senate, at the com- 
mencement of the next session of Congress, reports upon 
the military aan coe defenses = the country, ere. 

First. The ifications, «rf other permanent de ’ 
commenced, completed, projected, or deemed necessary— 
1. For the northera frontier, from Lake Superior to Passd- 
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maquoddy bay; 2. For the maritime frontier, from 
maquoddy bay to Cape Florida; 3. The Gulf frontier, from || 
Cape Florida to Sabine bay; 4. The western frontier, from 
the Sabine bay to Lake Superior, with a conjectural esti- 
mate of the probable expense of constructing or completing || 
such works as may not yet have been completed or com- || 
ed. 

mi Second. The state of the armament of the fortifications, || 
so far as the same may be completed or commenced, with a 
conjectural estimatqof the expense of completing the arma- || 
ment of all the forts which may be commenced, or deemed | 
necessary to be constructed. || 

Third. The armories, arsenals, magazines, and found- || 
cries, either constructed or deemed necessary, with a con- || 
iectural estimate of the expense of constructing such of said || 
establishments as may not yet be completed or commenced, 
put which may be deemed necessary. 

Fourth. The floating or steam batteries, or vessels which 
have been constructed in aid of fortifications, or may be 
deemed necessary to be constructed in aid of such works, || 
with a conjectural estimate of the expense which the same 
may require. 7 d 

Fifth. The ships of war built, or under construction, or |. 
deemed necessary to be built, with a conjectural estimate | 
of the expense of building and arming the vessels not yet 
completed or commenced, or which may be deemed neces- | 
sary within a reasonable time. 

Sirth. The navy-yards, docks, and naval establishments 
of every kind, either constructed or commenced, or deemed 
necessary, With the probable expense of completing the 

ame. 

. With any other information or suggestions which the 
President may deem necessary to be communicated to Con- 
gress, in order to exhibit a full view of what is necessary to 
be done, and the probable cost thereof, to place the United 
States in a proper state of defense, by land and water, and 
on each of the four great lines of defense which her frontiers 
present. 


Mr. DAVIS offered the following resolution; 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to the Senate, at the next session of Congress, || 
whether any change in the system of marine hospitals is 
expedient; and if se, what; and especially if any new hos- || 
pitals are necessary, and in what manner they ought to be 
erected, if deemed expedient, and how supported. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 


The bill making appropriations for the civil and 
diplomatic expenses of the Government for the 
year 1839 was taken up; and the question being 
on the amendment proposed by the Committee on 
Finance, to strike out the appropriation for the 
Documentary History— 

Mr. BENTON spoke at much length against 
the appropriation, and also against the distribu- 

| 








tion of the books, and read from reports of com- 
mittees to justify what he said. He considered 
this whole business of printing books for mem- 
bers of Congress—a practice which had grown 
up within afew years past—to be one of the most 
abominable abuses which now beset the Govern- 
ment, and he considered this particular job as the 
most abominable of the whole. Taken in ever 
way, the manner in which it was got homie’ 
without the knowledge of the most attentive mem- 
bers—he meant others still more than himself— 
the enormity of the sum involved; the vast bulk 
and little worth of the work; and the distribution 
of it to the members that voted for it, and it was 
truly an enormous abuse. None of us knew that 
such a work was authorized by us. It was passed 
in 1833, and it was nearly a year afterwards be- 
fore we discovered what we had done. He found 
it out from Mr. Maneum, of North Carolina, at 
the next session, who was a member of the com- 
mittee who discovered what had been done; and 
then, for the first time, it was found out that an 
act had been passed by which upwards of half 
a million dollars, at the least, and probably a mil- 
lion and a half, was to be given to an officer of 
the House of Representatives(M.St.Clair Clarke, 
the Clerk of the House) and his partner, for print- 
ing a work to be given to those who voted that 
officer and his partner the money? As soon as 
found out, the abuse was resisted by some mem- 
bers, has been resisted for six years, but without 
effect; for while a majority condemn and denounce 
it, yet they are placed under duress, and com- 
lled to vote for the money and the distribution 
y putting them in the appropriation bills for the 
Support of the Government, and then making it 
4 question to lose the whole bill and stop the Gov- 
ernment, or let the distribution go on. He, for 
one, would vote against it, and let the Govern- 
ould be the consequence; and 
let the people see who it was that would break 
up the Government before they would cease vot- 
ing books to themselves! Even if the vote of the 
oks was right in itself, it would be wrong to 
oy it in an ap nepnedon bill; and he would not 
coerced by finding it there. 
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Passa- | But the whole practice was wong in itself, and for that 


| the amount of money, enormous for the 


|| jobbers choose to make it. 


| limiting the number of volumes. 
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urpose; Clarke and Force's bill depend- 


was becoming an enormous abuse; enormous for || ing in Congress, while Mr. Force, as a referee, 


rinci- 
ple, enormons for the frightful progress which it 
made, enormous for the consequences it might 
lead to. Every session we have jobs and distri- 
butions. A multitude of works have been print- 
ed and distributed. They multiply every ses- 


| sion. We vote the money to the jobber; the 
| jobber gives the books tous; and many of us sell 


the books instanter to Mr. Templeman, or some 
other purchaser. Twenty thousand, forty thou- 


| sand, sixty thousand dollars, is a common vote, 


and done with a rapidity which defies all de- 


| SCription, and in a way to escape the notice of 


the most attentive members. But this isa case, 


|| not of twenty, or forty, or sixty thousand dol- 
'| lars, but of one or two millions? 


ly a case of millions, and may be as many as the 
It is without limits 
or boundaries. Itis to print whatever the jobbers 
choose to print—for there is no earthly control 
over them—under the name of Documentary His- 
tory of the Revolution. Already they inform us 


| that the private and public hbraries of America 
| and Europe are to be explored to find either man- 


uscript or printed matter to be published; and 
they are at liberty to publish all that they can 


| find. The first computation supposed it might 


amount to $1,500,000; then the undertakers, 
when the enormity of that sum startled every- 
body, proposed to put a limit on themselves by 

They proposed 
to limit the volumes to twenty, and left the num- 
ber of pages unlimited, though estimated for at 
eight hundred pages. The pay was by the page 
—so much the page—and at this rate it would 
come to $20,400 a volume; and twenty volumes 
would make $408,000. This seemed to impose 
alimit, but it was all an illusion! The number 
of pages was unlimited; and instead of eight 
hundred, the first volume (the only one printed) 
contained over one thousand pages! and instead 
of $20,400, the estimated price, the actual price is 


| $26,000; and by doubling the pages, the next one 


may be $52,000! This billis to pay a balance— 
a balance due for the first volume; and this bal- 
ance is $5,600! the estimated price of $20,400 
having been previously paid. At this rate the 
twenty volumes will cost $520,000; but there is 
nothing to limit it to that amount; the publishers 
can print what they please, as many volumes as 
mer please, and as many pages as they please in 
each volume; and being paid by the page, the 
bulk of the work and the amount of the price are 
absolutely without limit! 

It is also without limit astotime! It may last 
for centuries, and through generations; and the 
families of Mr. Clarke and Mr. Force may be 
pensioned on the Federal Government through 
successive ages. It is a personal contract with 
Messrs. Clarke and Force; it will descend to their 
representatives; it has taken six years to make 
one volume; and twenty volumes, even if lim- 
ited to that, would require at the same rate, one 
hundred and twenty years to complete the work. 
So slow is the forthcoming work, that we have 
been told on this floor—told by Mr. Kine, who 
began the good work of opposing this business— 
that he was well informed that a member had 
sold his interest in the whole Documentary His- 
tory, for which we pay a million or so, for ten 
dollars in hand. 

Mr. B. then took the ground that the whole 
contract ought to be set aside, for fraud: first, in 
the manner of getting it through Congress in a 
way to prevent all knowledge of the magnitude 
of the work, and that by an officer of the House; 


next for want of moral or constitutional power || 


in the Congress to vote themselves such presents; 
third, for the manner in which the price was 
fixed, and fixed nearly twice too much—as he 
proved by reading answers to inquiries from the 
most eminent booksellers of Philadelphia and 
other cities, addressed to them by a committee of 
the House of Representatives after the discovery 
of the extent of the job given to Messrs. Clarke 
and Force. He read from the report to show that 
Messrs. Clarke and Force virtually fixed the price 
themselves, by putting it into the face of the law, 
that they were to have at the same rate that 
Messrs. Blair & Rives were paid for a certain 
work, the price of which was fixed by Mr. Force, 
who was selected by Mr. Clarke and Mr. Lowry 


It is absolute- | 


i 
j 
} 
j 


was fixing the price of work which was to gov- 
ern his own. 

Mr. B. finished with declaring that this book 
printing and book distributing business had be- 
come an enormous abuse; that the attention of 
the country ought to be roused up to it; and if the 
bill for the support of the Government was lost, 
it would rouse the country, and, in the end, save 
millions. For his own part, he had been resisting 
this business for six years without any effect, for 
it was growing and increasing annually. But he 
should go on opposing it, opposing all these jobs, 
great and small. He had to encounter friends 

| and foes, and to draw on himself censure and op- 
position. He wassorry for it, but could not ‘eo 
it. ‘The abuse must be stopped; and he had taken 
a fixed and inexorable resolution to try and sto 
it. He had put on his iron nerves, and shoul 
yield to neither friends nor foes. 

Mr. SOUTHIARD spoke in reply, insisting 
that this sum was due under a contract which was 
a law of the land; and that Congress, before with- 

holding appropriations, ought to declare that con- 

| tract nulland void, which no one dared to propose 

|in direct terms, or else they ought to make a 

| compromise, and allow Clarke and Force suitable 
damages. 

Mr. CALHOUN said he would vote for this 
| Appropriation, but a sense of duty would not al- 
low him to vote in favor of giving books to mem- 
bers of Congress. Heagreed, however, if Clarke 
/ and Force should suffer damage on account of a 
| failure in Congressto fulfill a contract, they ought 
| to be remunerated. 

On the call of Mr. FOSTER, the question was 
| divided so as to ascertain, first, whether the Sen- 

ate would make this appropriation; and, second, 
whether the books should be distributed as pro- 
vided for by the bill. 
| The former of these questions was decided in 
| the negative, thus striking out the appropriation 
of $5,602 by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay 
of Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, Linn, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of 
ee Walker, Williams of Mississippi, and Wright 


| NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Da- 
| vis, Foster, Knight, Merrick, Robbins, Smith of Indiana, 
| Southard, Swift, ‘Tallmadge, and Webster—13. 

The question on the distribution of the books 
| was negatived by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama, Clay of Kentucky, Clayton, Foster, Fulton, Hub- 
bard, King, Knight, Merrick, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce 
| Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Sinith of 
| Indiana, Swift, Walker, Wall, White, Williams of Maine, 
| Williams of Mississippi, and Wright—29. 

NAYS4Messrs. Davis, Southard, and Webster—3. 

| ‘Theamendmenttostrike out the proviso, which 
| required the printing, &c., of the Executive De- 
| partments to be done by contract, to be given to 
the lowest bidder, being before the Senate, 

Mr. WRIGHT said the committee had recom- 
mended this amendment, because in their view a 
compliance with the requisitions of the proviso 
was impracticable; it amounted to a total denial 
to the departments of the power of —— any 
| printing done whatever. There was no obliga- 
tion on the contractor to reside, orto perform the 
| work, in this city; and the Departments would 
| be compelled on every emergency in which they 
| required a job of printing to be done, to send it 
| perhaps to Boston to be executed. He hoped the 
proposed amendment of the committee would be 

adonted. 
| The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
| ordered toa third reading, and, by unanimous 
consent, was read the third time and passed. 

This bill was subsequently returned from the 
House, with the information that the House non- 
| concurred in the two above principal amendments 
| made by the Senate, and was referred to the 
| Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
| nance, moved that the Senate insist on their first 
| amendment striking out the provision for letting 
| out the public printing on contract; which was 
agreed to. 

Also, that the Senate recede from the amend- 
| ment striking out the appropriation for the Doc- 
| umentary History, which was agreed to—yeas 
| 23, nays 6. 

Also, that the Senate insist on their amend- 
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ment striking out the provision for the distribu- 
tion of these books among the members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, which after 
some remarks from Mr. WEBSTER, in opposi- 
tion, was agreed to—yeas 23, nays 7; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay of Alabama, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Lyon, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Walker, White, Williams of Maine, 
Williams of Mississippi, and Wright—23. 

NAYS —Mesers, Davis, Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
madge, Webster, and Young—7. 
POSTMASTER’S EXPLANATION. 


Mr. ALLEN submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the President’s message, of the lst in- 
stant, and the accompanying letter of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, in answer to certain resolutions of the Senate adopted 
on the Ist instant, in relation to a communication previously 
made to the Senate by the Postmaster General, are satis~ 
factory to the Senate. 

Mr. A. desired the consideration of the reso- 
lution at this time; but, this requiring the unan- 
imous consent of the Senate, 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, objected. 

Mr. BUCHANAN expressed a hope that the 
Senator from Indiana [Mr. Smiru) would with- 
draw his objection. The Postmaster General had 


expressly disclaimed all intentional disrespect to | 


the Senate in his former communication. He 
had never believed, and he had so expressed him- 
self, that this officer intended any disrespect to 
the body, although, without this disavowal, his 


communication would fairly bear such a con- | 


struction. He had now disavowed all such in- 
tention, and therefore the Senate ought to express 
themselves satisfied. 


Mr. SMITH still persisting in his objection, | 


the resolution was laid upon the table. 


Mr. ALLEN then said that by the rules he | 


could call up his resolution to-morrow; and that 


as the day*would terminate at twelve o’clock, he | 
gave notice that he would take the earliest occa- 


sion thereafter to call for its consideration. 
FRONTIER PROTECTION. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the bill from 
the House for the protection of the northern and 
northwestern frontier. 


Mr. BENTON, from the Military Committee, || 
reported various amendments to the bill, making || 
an aggregate of $1,240,000, viz: $740,000 for for- | 


tifications much ad vanced, and $500,000 for others 
not much advanced. 

Mr. RUGGLES moved to increase the appro- 
priation for fortifications in Maine from $100,000 
to $200,000. 

‘his motion was briefly advocated by Messrs. 


WILLIAMS, of Maine, and RUGGLES, and 


opposed by Messrs. WRIGHT, and CLAY of || 


Alabama. 

The amendment was negatived without a divi- 
sion. 

The appropriation of $100,000 for Maine forti- 
fications was also negatived by yeas and nays; 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Cuthbert, Davis, Foster, 
Fulton, Knight, Linn, Lyon,Norveill, Pierce, Ruggles, Smith 


of Connecticut, Tallmadge, Walker, Wall, Webster, Wil- | 


liams of Maine, and Young—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of 
Alabama,Ciayton, Hubbard, King, McKean, Merrick, Nich- 
olas, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Smith 


of Indiana, Southard, Swift, White, Williams of Missis- | 


sippi, and Wright—22. 


The appropriation of $80,000 for the western 
frontier was advocated at some length by Mr. 
FULTON and Mr. BENTON, and opposed by 
Mr. CALHOUN. 


_ The appropriation was carried in the affirma- 
tive, by yeas and nays; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
bama, Clayton, Foster, Fulton, Linn, Lyon, Norvell, Rob- 
inson, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, 
Walker, White, Williams of Maine, Williams of Missis- 
sippi, and Young—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Hubbard, King, 
McKean, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Roane, 
Robbins, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Swift, Wall, and 


Wright—17. 

The appropriations of $740,000 for fortifications 
and other military defenses on the Atlantic and 
Gulf coast were now taken together, advocated 


by Mr. BENTON and Mr. DAVIS, who stated || 


that there was recently not a gun at Boston ina 


condition to fire a salute, which he supposed was | 


generally the case; and opposed by Mr. CAL- 
HOUN, who said there were always ready guns 


|| It simply authorized a reso 


to accomplish the object. 





| the session so near its close. 
|| ety of sending a special minister to England, he 
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| by hundreds when he was connected with the 
| Department; and if the millions recently appro- 
| priated had been thus wasted, this pittance would 
| do nothing; and then this whole appropriation was 
| negatived, by yeas and nays, as follows: 
| WEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay of Ala- 
| bama, Davis, Fulton, Knight, Nicholas, Robbins, Ruggles, 
| Walker, Wall, Webster, and Williams of Maine—14. 
| _NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay of Kentucky, 
| Crittenden, Cuthbert, Foster, Hubbard, Lyon, McKean, 
| Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Prentiss, Preston, Roane, Sevier, 
| Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Swift, White, 
| Williams of Mississippi, Wright, and Young—23. 
| The bill, as amended, was now reported to the 
Senate; and, after a brief conversation, the ap- 
propriation of $80,000 for the western frontier, 
|| made in committee, was non-concurred in, or lost, 
| in Senate, by yeas and nays; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Baydrd, Benton, Fulton, Linn, 
|| Rives, Ruggles, Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Walker, Web- 
ster, White, and Williams of Maine—13. 
NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Calhoun, Davis, Hubbard, 
, King, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Preston, Roane, Smith of Connecticut, Southard, Swiit, 
Wall, and Wright—18. 
The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading, and by consent read the third time and 
passed, 


POSTMASTER GENERAL’S EXPLA NATION. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Auuen, rela- 
] tive to the letter of the Postmaster General, was, 
| on his motion, called up and agreed to, without a 
\| division. 

| MAINE BOUNDARY QUESTION, 

| The bill from the House giving to the President 


| 


defense of the United States in certain cases 
against invasion, and for other purposes, was re- 





|| tion was suspended, and the Senate proceeded 


‘| read the first time, 

|| Mr. BENTON observed that he did not think 
| it necessary, at this late period of the session, 
| and under present circumstances, to refer this bill 
|| toa committee. The subject was perfectly un- 
|| derstood by every Senator; the bill, as it had 
| passed the House, was on their tables; and the 
sense of the Senate had been fully expressed in 
|, the resolutions unanimously adopted last evening. 
|| He therefore thought that the 

refer the bill, but take it up in 
| Whole, and act on it at once. 

| Mr. BUCHANAN observed that the bill from 
| the House, now before the Senate, entirely met 
| his approbation, with perhaps a single exception. 
Under all the circumstances, he doubted the policy 
| of sending a special minister to England; but he 
/ should make no motion to strike this provision 


ommittee of the 


|| from the bill, unless his doubts might be fortified 
|| by the opinion of other Senators. With this ex- 
ception, if such it ought to be considered, the 
bill, he believed, was just such a one as the 
Committee on Foreign Relations would have 
unanimously reported to the Senate, had it not 
| been deemed more proper that this measure should 
originate in the House. It was precisely in ac- 


| the Senate last night, by which we pledged our- 
| selves, that in tase the British Government should 
attempt to take possession of this disputed terri- 
tory, we should stand by the President of the 
United States, and sustain him with all the mili- 
tary power of the nation in repelling this aggres- 
sion. This bill contained no provisional army. 
to the militia and 
volunteers, in case it should become necessary to 


‘call out a military force before Congress could be 
| convened, and appropriated the money necessar 
Mr. B. agreed wit 
his friend from Missouri, [Mr. Benron,] that it 
| was unnecessary to refer this bill to a committee, 
| as it was plain and simple in its provisions, and 
As to the propri- 


| would be glad to hear the opinion of other Sena- 
tors on this subject. 

Mr. TALLMADGE observed that he differed 
with the Senator from Pennsylvania in one par- 
ticular. He was highly in favor of sending a 
special minister to England. He thought the 
| minister sent should be a man of character and 
standing, and he had no idea that the President 
would send any other. 
| Mr. SOUTHARD acknowledged that he felt 


of the United States additional powers for the | 


ceived, the 16th joint rule in the way of its recep- | 


forthwith to consider the bill. After having been || 


had better not | 








cordance with the resolutions which had passed | 
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great difficulty in passing so prompily on a bili 
of such magnitude. He did not view it in the 
light that other Senators did, as carrying out the 
resolutions of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
but going far beyond them. He greatly feared 
the consequences of passing such a bill, and was 
alarmed at what would be the result of its pas. 
sage. For if it did pass,and the President should 
call for the volunteers authorized by it, there 
would be a war between this country and Great 
Britain which might last for years. Where wore 
these volunteers to be raised, and- how? The 
moment (said Mr. 8.) that this bill is passed, you 
will find volunteers assembling under it, and eager 
to march into the British territories. 

Now, I ask you to look upon the whole of our 
frontiers, and see what has occurred there durine 
the past twelve months, together with the tone 
and temper of the people. Did it not require all 
the exertions of the Executive to repress the 
spirit that was so openly manifested? He would 
as soon vote for an absolute declaration of war as 
this bill. The great danger was that the volun- 
teers would not wait for the orders of the Pregi- 
dent of the United States, but that they would, 
as soon as organized, invade the British territory, 
and thus bring on a war while the two Govern. 
ments were in the progress of adjusting the dif. 
ferences between them. There were other pro- 
visions of this bill to which he was not prepared 
to give his assent, and there were others which 


| he approved of, and among the latter was the one 


referred to by the Senator from New York. He 
hoped that a special minister would be sent to 
England, and thatthe mission would result in the 
settlement of all our differences with that Power, 
God forbid that a war between this country and 
England, the representatives of the freedom of 
the world, should ever take place. He did not 
fear the contest, if it should be forced on him; 
but (said he) if we go into this conflict, I wish 
to go into it coolly and dispassionately, and ina 
manner calculated to carry with us the feelings 
of the people of the whole country. He pre- 
ferred that the bill should be sent to a committee, 
with a view to a more mature consideration of 
the whole subject, and the recommendation of 
some measure less calculated to precipitate the 
country into a war. Inthe present posture of 
affairs, this section authorizing the raising of vol- 
unteers, would be looked on by the British Gov- 


| ernment in no other light than as a menace, and 


perhaps lead this high-spirited people into acts 
of hostility, which more moderate measures on 
our part might prevent. How could we expect 
any successful negotiations for terminating our 
differences with the British Government, with 
this threat hanging overthem? Would they not 
point to it as an act of hostility, ard refuse to 
negotiate until it was withdrawn ? 

r. S., after some further remarks, concluded 
by moving to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. TALLMADGE did not know that he had 
any objections to the reference of the bill; the re- 
mark he made was in regard to the sending of a 
minister. But he saw no cause for the alarm felt 
by the Senator from New Jersey. No one could 
pretend that volunteers would be raised under the 
provisions of this bill till the President called for 
them; and after he has called for them, they will, 
as soon as raised, be in the service of the United 
States, and cannot go to Canada, or anywhere 
else, without orders. He could not agree with 
the Senator from New Jersey that any part of this 
bill could justly be viewed asa threat or menace. 
We have been threatened with invasion, and, 
though he did not believe that the threat would 
be carried into execution, yet it was highly neces- 
sary to be prepared for any such contingency. 
Should the British Government complain of this 
clause of the bill as a menace, which he did not 
believe they would do, the President could say, 
that from the very nature of our institutions, we 
were unprepared for any emergency, and there- 
fore it was that Congress passed this measure 10 
order that we might be prepared to meet the in- 
vasion that was threatened. We shall always. 
enter into a conflict with a foreign Power under 
disadvantageous circumstances, but we shall be- 
come stronger as it progresses, and triumph in the 
end. He did believe that this bill was necessary, 
and he would therefore give it his vote. W® 
passed (said he) unanimously the resoiutions 





